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Saving faith diftinguifbed from thofe } 


exercifis, which men ave in dan- 


B iV oO : if miftaking for t tt. 
(Continued from p. 94.) 
’ ee defcription which has 


been given of the nature and 


eived, will go far towards en 

ng ferious ace to diftinguifh 
t from all other {che mes al ad eX- 
ies which mankind are hable 
to miitake for it. But becauile, 
trom the 
learts, and ‘a natural difpofition 
prev ailing in us, to judge favorably 
of onbels es, the de fo: Iption {iv- 


eu may not be fufficient to prevent 
Cant 


Cc 
71 
vil 


the nature and effec ts of fe veral kinds 
of omg: which men are liable to 
flake, and have in fa& miflaken, 
I r that which is favi "NT. 
The firft kind of faith, which 
I thall here mention, ts fometimes 
called diforical faith. This isa 
fpeculative belief of fome, or all 
of the doctrines of the gofpel. It 
exiils more efpecially - the un- 
deritanding. ‘The heart is not in- 
tereiled ta it. 
fuch, as have only this f 


tertain of 


‘The notions which 
faith, Cie 
the doctrines of the 


| eae Ter xT 
You, iV. ar Qe 4 









effects of faving faith, it is con- | man, the charaéterzand work of 


deceitfulnefs of our | 


miftake: we {ball now notice | 













fpel, are more or lefs according: 
truth. Men may be great pro- 
cients.in f{peculative theology, 
and e able to exhibit, in a 
clear rreét manner, the na 
ture and obligation of the law, 
the fallen ftate and depravity of 












thrift, and the f the Holy 
| Ghoit, and may efs a much A a 
| larget fhare of knowledge in their ) 


| m |S 
| underftandings, than ordinary t 
| Chriftians, and yet have no other a 
faith but that which is merely i 
| {peculative. They may give clear ai 
_ and abundant evidence, from the i F 
| holy fcriptures, in proof of their it 
| fy ftem of doétrines, and yet hold - 


the truth in unrighteoufnels. Our 
| Saviour faidof the fcribes and phar- i 
| ifees, They fit in Mofes’ feat: All \ 
therefore, whatloever they com- 
mand you to obferve, that obferve t 
and do: but donotaftertheir works, 
for they fay anddonot.” Thisis an 
excelle ‘nt defeription of merely fpec- eyo 
ulative believers. ‘They were car- 
nal, and deftitute of any religion 
at heart. They loved to be feen 


of men, and to 1s called Rabbi. 
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We 
- } ound alfo be obferved, that se 
| thof e who have this faith, tho’ : Py 
| they are deftitute of any fincere ihe i 
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approbation of heart, and con- | becaufe t the ofe, who have only thie 


formi ty to Chrift, aud the doc- 
trines of the gofpel, often verily 
think that they do approve and 
rejoice in them. They are often 
at ag in maintaining them, 
are in great danger of being de- 
oaied 7 in this They 
wholly blind to the i ¥ itual beau- 
ty and excellenc the goly fpel, 
they know n othing what it! is, and 
are therefore in imminent danger 
f miftaking a natural difcovery 
of the fyitem, harmony and con- 
fiftency of the dodtrines and duties 
of the gofpel, for their mora 
beauty, and for an holy de clight in 
them. ‘There isa natural beauty 
in the adjuftment of all the parts 
of a complicated machine, in fue 


and 
“, 


way. 


ar 


, 


ae 
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proportion and connexion, as to | 


have it anfwer the pur efign- 

ag There is alfoa fimilar beaut y 
in the fubord: regularity 
lependencies of a well 


me ts ma)" 
ination ; 
a eta c 
difciplin ed army, under the direc- 
tioa of an mmander. This 
an enemy Gifcover and ad. 
mire, while he hates the caufe 
in which it is employed, withes 
the defiruction of the army and its 
commaider, and is zealoufly er 

gaged in the oppolite intercft. 
This beauty, awell informed un- 
believer, and an enemy to God 
may fec in the doGrines, connex- 
ion and fymmetry of gofpel truths, 


and take a kind of philofophical 


| ° e e 
| deficient in this. 


| faith, do not know of any oth 


beauty, or delight, which 1: 
feen 


ler 
18 to be 
or taken in the gofpel but 
this, which is but the mere amufe. 
ment of a contemplative mind, 
amd falls unfpeakably below his, 
whofe heart is engaged 
caufe of God. 

That this is not the gofpel faith 
is evident from feveral confidera. 
tions. It needs no change of 
heart in a natural man to have this 
faith, and this contemplative pleaf- 
ure in it, any more than it does 
in an enemy to admire the milita. 
ry arrangements of an army. 
Even the devils believe, and the 
ftony ground hearers rejoiced ia 
the word. 

Speculative believers are alio 
Their faith does 


In 


the 


' not work by love, and purify the 


pleafure in viewing them, while he | 


docs uot in the leat delight in the 
caufe of holinefs ; but 1s wholly 
iclfilh, and lives im the gratifica- 
tion of his carnal a ripen This 
1s the beauty which o ney who has 
but a fpecutative fait] his difcover TS 


takes? for that 
beauty and es acts which a true 
believer fees and ¢ joys e the 


eaufe of God, and ia the fitnefs of 
the gofpel fcheme to advance this | 
Hicre is danger indeed 


eaule. 


>» man. 


heart. Itisadead faith. ‘¢ Faith 
pie ae cl iret et 

Nor have fuch believ — 
light in the good pron milled 3 
Chriftians in the co ming world. 
Tl be 1! ideed with for deliverance 
fro fery, fire happinefs. 
Buti itis the happu iefs — fuits 
2 finful heart that they defire. 
They have no delight in holinefs, 
in the fi rvice of God ; in 
ence, depe: 


and dc 


ol edi- 
idence, felf-denial and 
fpiritual exercifes. Such an heav- 
en they do not pant But 
their hearts go after their idols, 


they live in fia, and refufe all obe- 


nfto~ 
aiter. 


dience and fubmiffion of heart to 
God- An ud being oppofed now, 
to the ¢ got od tl lings prom ifed to 
true belicr ers hereafter, it is but2 


vain delufion, for them to con- 
ceive, that they defire them, or 
thet they depend and wait upon 
God that they may be £ iven them 

in the world to come. Beiides : : 
This faith pearices no humility 
aud felf 


rte 
abafe 


ment 
oa 


ent before Gi od or 


‘ Knowledge puffeth up. 
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Such men often manifeft a want of 
humility, in the manner in which 
they converfe on the doétrines of 
the gofpel, they often love difcuf- 
fions and difputes, but manifeit no 
reverence for ocsad things in their 
examination of them. They ap- 
pear vain of their attainments and 
luperiority, and they manifeft it 
ame way, that natural mea 
ni ieir pride in literary at- 
tainments. ‘They do not appear 
like men, under a ‘deep imprefiion, 
t all they have received, is from 
the diftinguifhing grace of God. 
e fuch believers the fub- 
of things hoped for by 
humble ipiritual Chriftians, nor 
the evidence of things not feen. 


Prt 





They have not holinefs, conform- 

ity to God, felf denial, nor a/ 
feafe, by which they can enjoy | 
God and his government ; but 
are {elfith, ungodly, and oppofite 
in heart to the nature of heaven. 
And hence their faith is no evi- 
dence of heavenly things. There 
is nothing wrought in them, which 
fhows by ane or experience 

that there is, can be any holy 
happinefs or abiawit ns bleffed- 
nefs ; nor any thing that is an ev- 
idence that they fhall ever partake 
of it: for they have no prepara- 
tion of he eart for fuch enjoyments. 
t their unholy hearts prepare 
hem for ae al oppofition to 
sod, aud everlaiting mifery, by 
raving all their carnal tides un- 
grati fied, and the juit penalties of 
the law inficted uponthem. Such 
faith is indeed the evidence of 
ome i thing es Ww hich are unfeen—it 15 
n evidence ef di 7. aan tand 
rath upon themfelves. Andthe 
itnets of the etdions of the gof- 
ack which they difcern, is an ev- 
idence, that fo faras they refpe& 
unbelievers, they will be executed; 

and executed againft them, un- 
#3 they foon believe, not only 
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with the underftanding, but the 
heart. 

Let men of information in the 
doctrines of the gofpel, take heed 
left they be fatally deceived, by a 
mere hiflorical faith. It is alto. 
gether deficient in th arent effen- 
tials of faving faith—in humility, 
dependence, obedience and ho li- 
nefs of heart and life. By our 
fruits we fhalibe judged, and by 
them our faith will be approved 
or condemned. 

There is another falfe faith with 
which many deceive themfelves, 
which ought to be here confider- 
ed and pointed out, that pope 
may be cautioned againit it. It 
may be called an Antinomian faith. 
It may take place in the followiag 
manners. A finer, after bei: ng 
more orlefsexercifed withthe f fears 
of wrath to come, and with fome 
fenfe of the wickednefs of his life, 
obtains comfort. ‘This may arife 
from any thing which perfuades 
him that his fins aseforgiven, from 
dreaming, from impulfes, fudden 
fuggeltion of icripture paflages, 
froin having the imagination wro’t 
up, fo asto think he fees lights, 
or objects, or hears voices. None 
of thefe are any evidences of true 
convertion. All, who build their 
hopes on fuch things, are on a 
foundation unfupported by the 
fcriptures. It is often the cafe 
with fuch as have fomething of 
the faith now to be defertbed, that 
their notions of things are obicure, 
and they think little of the divine 
jaw, of the holinefs of God—his 
juitice, and of the real ftate of 
the human heart. But fo far as 
they have any diftinét ideas of 
their own fcheme and feelings, 
they are thefe. They believe 
that God made a law, which was 
fuitable to the ftate in which Ad. 
am was created, anda good law 
for him, and for thofe who are per- 
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feCily holy. 


in their prefent flate. 
cannot be reafonably binding up- 


on us with infinite and immutable | 
it would be |! 


obligation. That 
hard in God to deal with us ftn&- 


relax it, and make an alte 
give us the offer of a new law, 
adapted: to our prefent fallen ca- 
pacities, by which we might have 
life. ‘That Chrift fuffered to pro- 
cure this abatement, and atone 
for our not keeping a law, which 
in our circumttances, we could not 
keep, and ought not tobe bound by. 
That fuch as believe on Chriit, in 
this view of his characterandatone- 
ment, as being the finner’s friend, 
and taking his part, and procuring 
an abatement of the law in their 
favor, and are willing to be under 
this new law, are no longer hol- 
den by the oldlaw, and are rcleafed 
from it by what Chrift has done. 


That this new law, fometimes 


called the gofpel, or evangelical | 


law, requires fincere endeavors af- 
ter bdlinels, and will take up with 
an imperfect righteoufnefs, and 
that, in confequence of what 
Chrift has done, juftification and 
acceptance with God are obtained, 
by virtue of this new law, by our 
fincere endeavors after holinefs, 


and that thefe are the grout ids of 


our acceptance and falvation. 

It is plain that the carnal heart, 
under the fear of wrath to come, 
and contending with the perfect 
law of God, as foon as the finner 
gets this idea of the gofpel, will 
be pleafed with it. This fuits 
him. Itis an destino and con- 
ceffion in his favor, which grati- 
fies his unholy heart. God meets 
him, on this plan more than half 
way. And now he will be con- 


But that this } aw is 
too hard and fevere for mankind, 
= hat it 
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tent, and reconciled to God. HH; 
admires Jefus Chrift as his parti. 
Zan, efpouting his caufe, and pro. 
curing it of the father, that he 
fhould be more lenient, than to 
fupport his holy law. He is fil. 


| led with inexpreffible love to fuch 
ly according to this law, and that | a 
God faw it, and was difpofed to | nefs of finners, and their deliver. 
ration 

of it in our favor ; or rather, to | 


a Saviour, for making the happ! 


ance from God’s perfect law, hi 
fupre me object. He knows that 


| he loves fuch a Saviour, and hence, 


has a ftrong y perfuafion, and con- 
firmation in his nm, that his 
fins ar pardoned, that Chrift died 
for him in preren ond that i 
would be fin to doubt of ity thai 
doubting of it would be unbeltef, 
and finning againit Chrift, and fo 
excecdingly criminal and provo- 
king to him. In the exercife of 
this faith, a man will think it hi 
duty to keep up this belief, and by 
no means give way to any unbelief, 
or doubt about i it; for all his lov 
to Chrift depends upon his having 
this belicf. He confiders all th: 
promifes in the feriptures in th: 
light, and applies them to himiclt, 
and fup po ifes he has a rig ht fo to 
do. He believes that they 
given to aflure him of his good ef- 
tate, and that it would be crimi- 
nal in him to doubt of this appli- 
cation of them. This faith fills 
him with great joy at his fuppofed 


were 


' deliveran ICL, an id becaufe God has 


revealed it to him, that he 1s de. 
livered from wrath. This he calls 
the f[pirit of adoption, and the 
fealing of the fpirit. Ina word, 
his wicked heart is gratified with 
this gofpel, and out of the over- 
flowings of hislove, he is detci- 
mined to ferve God by his endeav- 

ors, and obedience to ‘this reduced 
law, by a fincere imperfect right- 
coufnefs all his days, in full ex- 
pectation to be noticed with 4 
rich reward. 


Some of- the defects 


of this 








1$03.] 


ith muft now be noticed. Thofe 
wm have this faith, have no ferfe 
¢ the infinite and immutable ob- 
ication of the moral law of God 
spon us, in all cafes whatfoever, 
ror of the inexcufablenefs and 
el nature of fin. They indeed 
Jieve that the law is not a good 
law, as it refpeéts fallen man, that 
ies US Up to impoffibilities, that 
God has given it up in favor of all 
wo believe, and that we are not 
iiexcu “2 for not rendering per- 
fect obedience to it. Such be- 
lievers have no fenfe of their de- 
pravity and obitinacy of heart, as 
the only thing which prevents 
t heir yielding finlefs obedience to 
thelaw. They excufe themfelves 
inthis, by thinking that it is in 
the nature of things impoflible 
that men, in our circumitances, 
could keep it, if they were ever 
fomuch difpofed to do it. And 
lence their faith is built on falfe 
notions of the law of God, and 
of that fallen ftate from which 
Chrilt came to redeem us. Hence 
they have no true ideas of the 
charaéter and work of Chrift, nor 
of the nature and defign of his 
atonement. Their ideas of him 
ae entirely falfe. Chrift came to 
mae that law, which they 
think he came to abate, to affert 
and eftablith the obligations of 
obedience to that law, from which 
they fuppofe he came to give them 
a releafe. He came to condemn 
iin ia the flefh, all that fin, which 
they think he winks at, as only 
the neceflary imperfeGtions of 
Chriftians, he came to juftify the 
lather in all his claims, whem they 
fuppofe he came to pacify, and 
render more propitious to finners, 
and better difpofed towards our 
world, and he came principally to 
glorify God, while they think his 


main obje&t was to fave finners, on 


‘¢ ground of fuch imperfect obe- 





The gofpel faith diflinguifked. 125 














we 


dience, as would in reality be dif. 
honorable for him to accept. 

Further : All their love, joy, 
comfort, obedience and _relicion, 
are entirely falfe, and abomi- 
nable in the fight of God, and 
are expreflions of enmity of heart 
againft him, and his law, and 
the true gofpel of his grace. 
They love Chrift for breaking 
down God’s law, and overthrow. 
ing its authority, and enim, r 
finners in rebellion and difobedt- 
ence. Their joy arifes » feu 1 their 
falfe notions of Chrift, and is of 
afcififh nature, and refpects their 
own final happinefs, on principles 
better fuited to their carnal h« at ts, 
than fubmifiion to the perfect fs LAW 
of God. They praife God for 
confenting to give up or abate his 
law, and to come to better terms 
with them. ‘Their comfort is, 
that now reftraints are taken off, 
a yoke of bondage to the perfeé& 
law of God broken, fincere de- 
fires and endeavors accepted, as 
the terms of juitification, and im- 
perfections, or in other words, no 
{mall degree of wickednefs and 
licentioufnefstolerated. Andtheir 
religion and obedience are all to- 
gether of a felf-rightcous and mer- 
cenary nature, defigned to pur- 
chafe jullification by their new 
law, as is an expreffion of a kind 
of gratitude to God, for denying 
himielf, and coming to fuch te 
of accommodation. 

The confequences of this faith 
alfo are in other re{peéts abomina- 
ble. It is from its nature attend- 
ed with fpiritual pride and felf- 
complacency, inflead of humility 
and felf-abhorence. Thofe who 
have it, under pretence of magni- 
fying free grace, often affume a 
kind of familiarity with God, 
which betokens their want of rev- 
erence for him, and fometimes 
borders on profanenefs and blat 


ee ee 





Sete 


ple tee 


anos 
=-= 


Se 


< 


ee 
ow 
nat! SS ~ 
ae. ae oe 


.<.° pare ae 


ee Bt 
. * . 
rue 
-*% 


mr hog, “4 


Se eS aero EE > me - 
as me 2, . 
sort hn 
Fre 
os al 
Rig dee > 
~~ 


ae 
= 


ee 


ity: 
Wy 
ih, yy 





' 

wh 
f 
by 

=| 
' 
f 


126 The go/pel faith diftinguifbed. [Ocr, 


phemy. This faith leads them to 
look down on the habitual duties 
of religion, and an humble, labo- 
rious and conflicting life of holt. 
nef, as lov, and as being a flate 
of bondage, from which Chritt 
came to fet them free: And to 
confider thofe who practife thefe 
duties, as inferior ia their attain- 
ments to themfel: ves, terval, not 
evany relic: il. that IS, unce: bonds, 
and not hkethemfelves, brought 


into the glorious liberty of—of 


what ? of finning that 
abound. 

Further, This faith is far from 
being the fubitance of thofe 
things, which the gofpel gives 
true believers reafon to hope for. 

It is not in any degree a conform- 
ity to God, to his law, and to 
perfect holinefs. But it is oppo- 
fition to all thefe. The Chrif- 
tian is not warranted to expect 
that God will ever fhake the 
foundations of his goverament and 
kingdom, by reducin ng his law, 


sen , 
eTaA|Ce May 


‘ 
“ 


f. ' ‘ 
or by faving finners on the terms 


of their imperfeat, or their perfect 
ebhedience ; nor does the true 
Chriluan wifh for it: He exalts 
God: Self is not every thing with 
him. Nor is this rath he vie 
dence of thin gs uot feen. There 
1s nothing tu this faith, which fits 
aman for the enjoyment of the 
true God,—that can be pleated 
with his law as it {tands, and witha 
government adminiitered accord- 
ing tothislaw. But if it is in 
any fente, an evidence of things 
not feen, it is an evidence that 
thofe who have it, never can be 
fuited with God, and his law, and 
holinefs ; but that, when they 
fhall come to find out what God 
is, they will hate him,—what 
Chrit, and the defign of his atone- 
ment are, they will be wholly dif- 
appoiited im their expedtations, 
and full of enmity againit him, and 








confequently will be miferable fy. 
ever. This faith 1s indeed an ey. 
dence that thofe who have it, an 
are under the power of it, ax 
children of wrath. 

There is {till another falfe king 
of faith, which is equally ruinoy; 
ia its nature, which many mistake 
for true faith, and againtt wiie) 
it is important that people thoy! 
be warned. This faith exclud 
the entire depravity of the natura 
hearts of men, while ia a fate ¢! 
probation, it fuppofes that ther 
is fomething ef a moral nature iy 
them, which God approves 3 the 
men may cherifh this, and it wil 
increafe aad become a contirme! 
itate of holinefs if cultivated 
Thofe who have this faith, die. 
lieve that God, by an irretittsbl: 
power of his own, renews the 
heart 3 and think that he only fets 
motives before men, which excite 
their exertions, and by thefe they 
become holy. ‘They difbelicre 
that ever God elected, and fixed 
on a certain number, whom he is 
determined to fave by his own ef- 
ficiency, and to do infinitely more 
for them than for others. And 
fuppofe that it is owing, net te 
the f{pecial ditti inguithing a ncy 
of divine grace, but to their own 

care, attention and faithfulacls, 
that fome bec ome holy and inter- 
elted in the promifes oft he gofpel, 

and even finlefs in this life, and 
others fin away their day of grace, 

and are fina lly Jot. T hey believe 
that ie: perfeverance of the faiats 
depends wholly on their own ex- 
ertions, and that they may, anil 
fometimes do fall finally from 
grace, and are forever ruined. 

This faith is defective, errone- 
ous and of a pernicious tendency 
in the following things. Thole 
who have it, have no idea of the 
ruined ftate through entire wick- 


5 
ednefs of beart, from which Chri 
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ame to fave his people, nor of 
uy {trong oppofition to divine 
ruiths. They lave no idea of 
he dependence of menon the Ho- 
-Ghof, to take them, fubdue 
heir hearts by almighty power, 
fanétify and preferve them. They 
feribe their own falvation from 
i, very much to themfelves—to 
heir own confideration, feriouf- 





-fsand attendance on duties and | 


rdinances, as the caufe of their 
onvertion. 
othefe, that any continue to the 
nd, and are faved, while others 
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it cannot come—to their own exe 
ertions, inftead of leading them to 
loathe themfelves as utterly cor- 
rupt at heart, and to caft them. 
felves on free fovereign grace, and 
has nothing in it but what is con- 
fiftent with an unfan¢tified, proud 
{pirit. 

Inflead of mentioning the mod.- 
ern catholic faith, which teaches, 
that if men are fincere in their 


faith, and moral towards men, Ict 


And they afcribe it | 


pre loft for want of thefe ; inftead , 
f imputing it to the diftinguifh- | 
ax grace of God, in electing, re- | 


wing and working effeCtually ia 
is people, and keeping them by 
is power, thro’ faith, unto fal- 
ation. This faith leads men to 


their faith be chriftian, pagan or 
what it may, it will be accepted, 
—inftead of enlarging on any oth- 
er {purious faith in particular, it 
may perhaps anfwerevery purpofe, 
to notice briefly the difference be- 


| tween gofpel faith, and all kinds 


look to themfelves, and not to | 


God only, for regeneration, faith, | 


fanctification, and all the graces | 


which are conne&ted with the 
piomifes of falvation. It hides 
the glory of diftinguifhing grace, 
jullers pride, and felf-dependence, 
and felf-complacency in thofe who 
have it, and produces a felf-exalt- 
ins {pirit. Such are without an 


furevery thing,—for holinefs and 
perleverance. It leads men to be- 
leve that there is no effential 
clanve neceffary to falvation, but 
that the good feed in every heart, 
may withoutafupernaturalchange, 
by their care, gradually ripen into 


* 


perfeét holinefs. 


of yrace, and entire depeudence, 
cad to look down on thofe who 


of falfe faith. 

A true faith regards God’s law 
as holy, fpiritual and of indifpen- 
fible and immutable obligation,— 
rman asa finner by nature, entirely 
finful at heart, —Chrift as viewing 
and loathing the finner as fuch, 
and providing for his falvation, 
that he might glorify God, mag- 
nify the law, and promote the 
general good. ‘The believer ap- 
proves of ail, and of being thus 
confidered and treated, and de- 
lights to have God, his law, and 
kingdom exalted. He withes to 
be faved as a finner, vile and un- 
worthy, and that God would ufe 
him to anfwer his own glorious 


purpofes. He confiders God as 


the whole fource of man’s falva- 


It caufes men | 


to hate and. defpife the doétrines | people of mere mercy. 


} 
' 


etubrace thefe humiliating and felf- | 
! . . . 
ucnying do@rines, as fanatics and | 


euthufiafts, 

This faith reje&ts the efficient 
work of the Holy Ghoft, and the 
true way of falvation, and directs 


tion, electing, redeeming, renew- 
ing, fanttifying and faving his 
He faft- 
eus his whole dependence on God, 
pants after holinefs, and perfec 
obedience. He confiders thefe 
exercifes, and the things which 
God has wro’t in him, as the only 
evidence that he is entitled to the 
promifes. ‘There is net an exers 
cife of true faith, which can 


xen to feck falvation, from whence | come from the carnal heart s all 
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are the exercifes of the renewed 
heart. 

But all falfe faith gratifies the 
pride, felf-righteoufnefs, or the 
ane tience that the natural man 
has of reft: raints,—difapproves of 
the law, and of the true gofpel, 
of the terms of juflification, and 
ef holinefs. Such believers revolt 
at the idea of being faved for no 
confideration in themfelves, of be- 
ing regarded forever as unworthy, 
and faved for the purpoies of glo- 
ritying God, and of general be- 
nevolence,—are difpleafed with 
the ideas of entire dependence, 
ond with the fpirituality aad ob- 
ligation of the law. There is 
nothing in any falfe faith—not 
one exercife, but what is confiil- 
ent with an unholy heart. Some 
luit—either of the flefh or fpirit 

is gratified by every act. 
faith of the ‘gofpel works by love, 
and purifies the heart. 

In the review of the preceding 
obfervations, the ferious mind 


will reflect on the pernicious na- | 


ture of every falfe faith, aid on 
the importance of obtaimug jutt 
and correct ideas of the gotpel 
faiti, that he may diftinguifh it 
from ha all f: ta ilfe reprefen tations of the 
golp: is left by a wrong idea of 
faving faith, he rary found his 
hopes upon the fand. The fe- 
rious Chriltian will carefully ex- 
amine the nature and effects of his 
own faith, to fee whether he has 
not deceived himfelf with fome 
fatal delufions. OF the import. 
ance of this he is reminded by 
Chritt, laying, “© Pater in at the 
lirait gate ; for wide is the Kate, 
and brand i is the way, that leadeth 
to deltrution, aud many there be 
go Th 
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Saving repentance diflinguifhed fron 


legal reps ntance. 


Messr’s. Epirors, 

FROM under your candi 
and judicious infpection, mar; 
excellent pieces on doétrinal, ¢:, 
perimental and practical religio», 
have appeared in the Evangdlicg 
Magazine. Thefe have give 
the different clafles of your i. 
merous readers, opportunity t) 
examine their own hearts and live, 
whether they be in the faith a) 
practice of the gofpel of Chri, 
But fince felf-examination is in. 
portant, and men with wickd 
hearts are extremely liable to & 
ceive themfelves, it feems defirahie, 
that fome of your correfpond: ti 
thould fet thefe fubjects i in difle. 


| ent lights with a view to their a 


But the | filtance. 


=: a ~ the 
By bringing up tk 


counter part, and fhowing hos 


| far unregenerate men may £0 tt 
| thefe things without their hea 


being renewed by the fpiri o 
God, perfons may have a duubl 
advantage to difcover their ow 
itate and charaéter. ag 
with this idea I fend you ~~ fol 
lowing thoug pues on the Cpe 
between faving and leg ad 
th liberty to Sebi 
you judge them admiffible. 


}>- EPENTANCE is a hols 
BAX exercile produced by the 
divine fpirit, and the fubject views 
the law of God to be holy, j jull 
aud good, both in its precepts ‘id 
peualty.. He loves it and fees tt 
to be a tranicript of God’s mor! 
perfections, mourns for all his ' 


ance, W! 


viations of il, aud is reconciled td 
th jultice of God, in threaten 


1.4) 
him witli eveisaiul ig 
5S 
}4 
, 


pee ye 
e loathes and abhors hus 

fo: rows for his ba on at- 
count of its being committed @ 
gaintt an infinitely holy God, ali 
becaufe of its own evil pature 4° 


. 
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tendency. But mere legal peni- 
tents have only the feelings of 
thame and difgrace, a remorfe of 
confcience and fearsof the wrath 
of God. Thefe are ¢confequences 
of fin for which they forrow, the 
Shame and contempt, pain and 
mifery, which may follow to them. 
This is the general diftinétion 
which the word of God makes 
tween faving and legal repent- 
ince 3 but it requires an illuftra- 
ion in two particulars. 

1. In faving repentance, the 
‘ubje&ts loathe and abhor them- 
elves as finners. Thefe were the 
‘eelings and language of Job, who 
tlt himfelf vi/e, abborred liimfelf, 
and repented in duff and afbes, cf 
\faiah who confefled himfelf te be 
2man of unclean lips, and Danicl, 
whofe comelinefs was all turned 
ito corruption in. his own view. 
This repentance of thefe holy 
jaints accords with that which 
God himfelf defcribes of the Jews, 
on their canverfion to chritlianity 
aud returnto the land of FVfrael. 
“ And there fliall ye remember 
your ways, and all your doings, 
wherein ye have been defiled, and 
ve fhall loathe yourfelves in your own 


fight for all your evils that ye have 


committed.” But the unregene- 
rate in their legal repentance, have 
nothing of this genuine. felf-abale- 
ment.. They may have the feel- 
sags of fhame and diferace, and 
2 remorfe of confeience 3 but thefe 
do not arife in them from a jult 
view of the odious nature of fins 
Perfons who have been guilty of 
certain crimes aad public fcandals, 
on beng detected, are often borne 
down, and unwilling to thow their 
: the difgrace and 
ihame, which they feels whea 
at the fame time, if their conduct 
were not known; they would have 
none of this peculiar forrow and 
depreffion of fpirit. 
Vou. IV. No. 4. 
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they truly penitent, and their fing 
ever fo much concealed from the 
view and knowledge of men, and 
known only to the heart fearching 
God, they would equally loathe 
and abhor themfelves as finners. 
There is alfo a remorfe of cons 
feience in the unregenerate, which 
is altogether different in its nature 
from faving repentance. Allmen 
have natural confciences, which, 
when rightly informed, dictate 
what is right and what is wrong. 
Thefe, if not feared, may give 
them poignant remorfe oa the 
commiffion of fin, and fill their 
their fouls with diftrefs and an- 
guifh. Confcience in moft men, 
3 in a great meafure lulled to 
fleep ; but fometimes God eaufes 
it, ashe did that of Judas; to a- 
wake, and fpeak to them in moit 
tremendous accents. The vile 
traitor. proceeded refolutely - until 
he had betrayed his Lord and 
mafter; but then confcience a- 
woke in his breaft, and filled him 
with horror, He retzirned the 
reward of iniquity, confeffed he 
had betrayed innocent blood; and 
when he faw that Chrift was con- 
demned, he went away and hang- 
ed himfelf in awful defpair. This 
Segal repentance which: Judas had, 
attended with high remorfe of 
coufciences fome awakened finners 
often experience under deep cons 
victions. God lets light into 
their minds, and wakens up con- 
{fcience to do its office ; and they 
avé cut with the ftings of remorfe 
as with afword piercing through 
their very vitals, But thefe legal 
convictions which unregenerate 
men have in the prefent life, are 
nothing different in their nature, 
from thofe, which the wicked will 
experience to eternity, Cone 
feience, with the remorfe which it 
produces, is fuppofed to be the 
worm, that will never die withiu 
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them in the lake of fire and brim- 
ftone, into which they will be caft. 
It will prey upon their fouls like 
the vulture, and give them no reft 
day nor night, forever and ever. 
It is a punifhment peculiarly fui- 
ted to the foul, as that of fire is to 
the body. How fitly may this 
horror of confcience be reprefent- 
éd by the worm, which dieth not ! 
“ The fpirit of a man will futtain 
his infirmity ; but a wounded /pir- 
# who can bear 2’ 

Thofe, who have felt fhame and | 
difgrace, and the lathes of an ac. | 
culing confcience to ever fo great | 
a degree, but have not at the fame | 
time had any true loathing and 
abhorting of themfelves, as finners, 
have never experienced any thing 
different from this legal repent- 





ance, of which we have been ; 
fpeaking. ‘They have had no dif- 
ferent feelings and exercifes from 
thofe, which the wicked in mifery 
and defpair, now have, and once | 


had here in the body. While in | 
this wdrld, they had thefe fame 
feelings of fhame and remorfe ; 
and all the wicked will awake to 
fill greater foame and everlafting 
contempt, and will experience thefe 
ftings and horrors of a guilty con- 
fcience more and more fevere and 
dreadful through eternity. 

2. In evangelical repentance, 
the fubjeGts forrow and mourn for 
fin on account of its being com- 
mitted againft a holy God, and 
becaufe of its own evil nature and 
tendency. Davidwhen repent 
for his fin of adultery and mur- 
der, confidered it to be againf 
God, and exceedingly evil. ** 4- 
gainft thee; thee only, have I finned, 
and done this evi in thy fight, that 
that thou mighteft be juflified 
when thou f{peakeft, and be clear 
when thou judgeft.”” The Apof- 
tle Paul, had the fame views and 





feelings in his repentance on acs 


count of perfecuting the chureh 
of God and wafting it. The 
threatening and flaughter, which 
he breathed out againft the difci. 
ples, he felt to be againft Chri 
himfelf, when the melting accents 
from the Lord reached his heart, 
“Tam Fefus whom thou perfecu. 
tef.”? But mere legal penitents 
have nothing of thefe feelings and 
exercifes in their repentaner, 
They look little, or no further, 
than the awful confequences of 
fin, the everlafting pain and mife. 
ry, to which it expofes them. If 
thefe could only be averted from 
them, they would no longer have 
any of their prefent fears and dif- 
trefs, but would indulge in fin 
without reftraint. This isthe re. 


| al cafe with all perfons under ever 


fo great convictions. If they are 
even brought, as they often are, 
to fee that their fins are direly 
againft God, yet their being, a. 


gaint him, as a holy being, will 


not be the ground of their high 
anxiety and trouble, but the evils 
and wrath, which they apprehend 
he will inflict upon them. And 
the more light is let into their 
minds, and the more they under- 
ftand of his true character, the 
more will they rife in enmity 
again him, and will often even 
curfe and blafpheme him in their 
hearts. In this refpe& it is with 
them, in certain ftages of convice 
tion, fomething as it is with the 
damned in hell. They are con- 
vinced that their fins are againit 
God, and they know more of his 
true character ; and what is the 
effect of it in their hearts ? They 
look upward, and curfe their God 
and their King. And fo the fm- 
ner in this world, uader an appre- 
henfion of the wrath of God, and 
feeing more of his real characters 
may have his heart rife in fill 
greater and greater oppofition, ux- 
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til he will inwardly blafpheme his 
Maker, as the wicked in’ mifery 
do. In the firft ftages of convic- 
tion, perfons minds are ufually 
more tender: they think more of 
death and a future judgment, are 
afraid of being caft off from God 
and doomed to everlafting punith- 
ment ; and they can f{carcely fpeak 
of thefe things without tears in 
theaireyes. But after a while thefe 
tender feelings commonly fubfide, 
as greater light is let into their 
minds and their knowledge of 
God increafes, their hearts will rife 
more and more againft him, ’till 
they may almoft lofe thofe fenfible 
fears of mifery, with which they 
were firft alarmed, though thefe 
are the real ground of their enmi- 
ty; for if they fuppofed God 
loved them, and meant to make 
them happy, their inveterate op- 
pofition would ceafe. But God 
is the fame holy being, whether 
they conceived that he defigned to 
have mercy upon them, or to leave 
them in righteous juftice, to per- 
ifh in their fins ; and they would 
be under as real obligations to re- 
pent and love him. While there- 
fore, they firft want to know 
whether he means to fave them, 
in order to love him, and oppofe 
him in their hearts in view of the 
eternal, holy wrath, which they 
fear he will pour out upon them, 
they have nothing of the nature 
of true repentance for their fins 
againft a holy God. 

As perfons may be brought to 
fee that their fins are againft God, 
and this not be the ground of 
their concern, fo they may be 
brought to fee the evil of fin in 
a great degree, and this not be the 
reafon of their diftrefs, but the 
everlafting evils to which it fub- 
jets them. Confcience, when it 
is awakened, may give men a high 
fcnfe of the gvil of fin. They 
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may even go fo far as to fee that 
it would be perfe€ly juft in God, 
and feel that their mouths ought 
to be forever hut, if he plunged 
them in endlefs mifery ; and yet 
it may be nothing of the nature of 
faving repentance, asthey do not 
difcernthe moral beauty of, nor 
feel reconciled to this juftice of God. 
If they accepted of the punifh- 
ment of their iniquities fo far as 
to feel reconciled to the juftice of 
God in their own condemnation, 
they would be truly penitent for 
fin: But while they go no further 
than to /ee this juftice, but do not 
at the fame time, feel refigned to it, 
they have no more than a legal 
repentance. According to fcrip- 
ture reprefentations, all the wick- 
ed in hell will fee the jultice of 
God plainly in their eternal de- 
ftruction, but they will in no fenfe, 
be reeonciled to it. The man 
who went in to the marriage feaft, 
and had not on the wedding gar- 
ment, was /peechle/s when the king 
came in to fee the guefts, and com- 
manded his fervant to bind him 
hand and foot, and caft him into 
outer darknefs, where there was 
weeping and gnafhing of teeth. 
And in the day of judgment, when 
all the wicked fhall be arraigned 
before the bar of God to hear 
their final doom, every mouth fball 
be flopped and the whole world be- 
come guilty before God. ‘The con- 
fciences of all the ungodly will 
then be fo awakened, and they 
will fee the juftice of God fo plain- 
ly in their everlafting mifery, that 
they will be /peechle/s and feel 
themfelves to be without excufe. 
Their mouths will be forever fhut 
with refpe& to the divine juttice, 
but their hearts will be wholly 
unreconciled to it, and they will 
forever blafpheme their God, and 
their king for executing his juftice 
uponthem. But true penitente, 
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whofe hearts are humbled to ac- 
cept the punifhment of their fins, 
are not only convinced of the jul- 
tice of God in their condemnation, 
but they difcover the moral beau- 
ty, amiablenefs and glory of it ; 
and though they could not be 
pleafed with mifery in itfelf, nor 
be willing to become enemies to 
God like the damped, yet they 
would be reconciled to his jutlice, 
even if they themfelves were to be 
caft downtohell. This it 1s con. 
ceived, is the effential difference 
between the views and exerctfes 

of gofpcl peuitents, and thofe who 

have only a legal repentance. 


° ° py * ae } 
With the former, wiadidiive suffice 


is an amiable, glorious attribute 
of the divine moral nature, and 
theirsbeing themfelves, the objects 
of it, would not alter their refig- 
nation to it. With the latter it 
is the reverfe ; and their: vicws 
and feelings with refpect to it, 
aire no better than thofe, which 
hardened criminals have with ref- 
pect to the juftice of human gov- 
ernments. “When they are con- 
vidted, they doubtlefs fee the juf- 
tice of their fentence ; but in their 
hearts, they are the more envious 
towards the government for in- 
flicting it upon them, and, even 
while they are fuflering a deferved 
punifhment, will often break out 
in expreffions of their implacable 
malice and revenge. Ji they y jul. 
tified the government, ai Lexpref- | 
fed a reconciliation to the jaltice 
of their fentence, though they 
could not be pleated with the pun- | 
ifhment itfelf, there would be evi- 
dence of penitenceinthem. But 
while they are unrefigned to it, 
ind envious and revengeful i in their 
heals towards the government, 
they can have no true repenteuce 
for the crimes of which they have 
n guilty. Were it only in 
their power, they would attcmpt 


to revenge themfelves on alk who 
had bees concerned in bring ging 
them to condign punifliment 
Does all this look like repentence 
in criminals for the crimes which 
they have committed ? and would 
the government think ef pardon. 
ing them on the ground of fuch a 
repentence ? Does it then look 
like true repentence in finners to. 
wards the holy God, to be con. 
vinced of his juftice in dooming 
them to everlafting mifery, and 
yet be wholly unreconciied to it, 
and intheir hearts even curfe and 
blafpheme his holy name, in view 
of his executing it upon them? 
audcan they indulge the hope 
that he will pardon and fave them, 
on their exercifing fuch a repent 
ence towards ites 2 ? Even the har 
dened Pharaoh had as good a re- 
pentence as theirs, while they are 
unrchgned to the divine juitice 
and enemies to the divine govern 
ment. During the plague of the 
hail and thunder, he fent and cal. 
led Mofes and Aaron, and faid un- 
' to them, “* I have ijinned this time, 
the Lord is righteous and J and my 
peopleare wicked. Intreatthe Lord 
for id is enough, that there be no 
more mighty thunderings and hail, 
and I willlet you go,’’ He faw 
the juilice of God plainly, but his 
heart was not humbled to accept 
the punifliment of his fins. And 
had he had no expetation of the 

| judgment? s being removed by the 
| intreaty of Motes, ! he wauld have 
| biafphemed God becaufe of the 
| plague of the hail, as thofe deferi- 
bedin the Revelation, on whom 
the vials of divine ~wrath wer 
poured out. But es foon as he 
jaw that the rain, and the hail, and 
thunders were ceafed, he finned 
yct more, and hardened his heart. 
| And this was the cafe with him, 
from the firlt to the laf of the 
many aid grievous plagues, that 
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were brought on Egypt, until it 
sroved his temporal and eternal 
deftruction. ‘Thus it was with 
the hardened Pharaoh, and thus 
‘+ will be with all thofe, who have 
40 more than a mere legal rapent- 
ancee However they may be 
convinced of the jultice of God 
in the condemnation of dinners, 
acknowledge the Lord 
eous and they are wicked, as he 
did; if they are not brought to 
cifcern the moral beauty and ami- 
didenel of divine juttice, be re- 
conciled to, and pleafed with it, 


or what is the fame thing, be bum- 


Hed to accept the punifeaent of their | 


iniquities, they have nothing of the 
nature of faving repentance, aud 
mult forever fink in the over- 
whelming wrath of God. 

Some perhaps, may, be ‘ready 
to object that this is faying the 
finner mutt firft be willing to be 
damned, before he can be faved. 
But it is thought, the fubject has 
been fufficiently explained by dif- 
tinguithing between the penitent’s 

being reconciled to the gujlice of 
Cod i in his eteraal condemnation, 


aid his being difpleafed witir the | 


mifery itfelf, and unwilling to be- 
come unholy and aa enemy to God. 
it is not pollible, that the true 
penitent fhould be pleafed with 
mifery in itfelf, nor that while 
holy, he fhould be willing to be- 
come unholy, and an cnuemy to 
God at heart, to look up and curfe 
his God 
damned in hell do ; 
lieved, that he mutt 


i his own condem 


h: in off, 
of his wrath. 


pl the wicked in hell, w hile they 


he Communion of Saints. 


richt- | 


and his King, as the 
vet it is be- 
be brought, 
not only to fee the divine jultice 
nation, but to 
icct reconciled to it, fo that he 
could juftify, and even praife God 
fur his juttice, if he were t» cait 
nd make him the veflel 
The redeemed in 
giory praife God for his juilice 





Ww 


‘3 
'fee the fmoke of their torment 
| afcend up foreverandever. The 
| fong of Mofes.and the Lamb, in 
which they unitedly join, is the 
fong of God’s juttice in his judg- 
meuts on iinners. ‘lhe devils and 
the wicked in hell, are under as 
real obligations to praife God for 
| his glorious juftice, as the holy 
inkabitants of heaven; and their 
| being theimtelves, the miferable 
objects of it, neither alters; nor 
leflens their obligations to par 

hin ; fo that with refpeci to suffices 
they ought to praile God becaufe 
ne executes it upon them in their 
wn eternaldamnation. T hough 
| it is certain, that the gofpel peni- 
| tent, whois brought to diicern 
| the moral beauty and lovelinefs of 
God’s jultice, and to feel fubmif- 
five and reconciled to it, will not 
be made the veffel of the divine 
wrath and indignation, yet this 
will not alter thefe views and feel- 
ings which he has, to the glorious 
jultice of a holy God. Let all 
| then, be careful that they have 
| this faving is. elaine which is 
ito lh; fe eternal. 
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GENTLEMEN, 

THE following is at your 
difpofal, if you fhowld think it 
not worthy a place in your maga- 
zine, a conftant reader will be fat- 
isfied if fome onc will take up the 
neglected fubjeé, and do it juftice. 
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HE communion of faints on 
earth,is the moft exaltedand 
| rational enjoyment they are capa- 
bleofattaining to, while in this im- 
perfect ftate ; their hearts unite 
cordially with each other, and 
with all holy beings in heaven and 
on earth, in beholding, admiring, 
and loving the Lord Fetus Chri, 
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and his glorious plan of govern- 
ment ; they are all fanétified by 
the fame {pirit, all drink at the 
fame fountain, are all engaged in 
the fame intereft, are journeying 
to the fame place, and are all fub- 
jeéts of the fame kingdom ; hav- 
ing Jefus Chrift, for their king 
and head ; who is king of kings, 
and Lord of Lords. 

Reafon would fuppofe that 
thofe, whoare thus really united 
in heart, would come out from 
among thofe of this world, and 
appear united in love in a confpic- 
uous manner, and would be feen 
like a» city that is on a hill that 
cannot be hid. But is it nota 
folemn truth, that profeffors are 
often heartily engaged in the vain 
purfuit of riches, honors, and 
pleafures ; and mingling with the 
friendfhip of this world ? which 
is enmity with God, are they 
not many times found uniting with 
the world, in their innocent amufe- 
ments, (as they call them,) join- 
ing the feftive circle, in the ex- 
ceffes of eating, drinking, telling 
and hearing, trifling anecdotes ? 
how often are they found abforb- 


The Communion of Saints. 
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Chrift’s kingdom or not, and to, 
tally neglect to vifit the hum} 
cell of the meek and lowly fy} 
lowers of Jefus ; and thereby giv 
no evidence of that love by which 
all men may know that they ay 
Chrift’s difciples : Do they no 
often appear to prefer dealing with 
the men of this world? when they 
might on as good terms, andy 
conveniently deal with their breth. 
ren, and by this means fall inty 
the practice of the wicked of nx 
punctually fulfilling their en ge. 
| ments, which brings an awful r. 
| proach on the blefled caufe they 
| profefs : Does not all this ina 
| great meafure flow from the ney. 
| Te& of Chriftian communion an 
_ conference, and in choofing the 
| pious for their conftant compa. 
ions? Perhaps at this prefent day 
no duty is more univerfally neg. 
le&ted than Chriftian fellowhip ; 
| in vifiting each other in meeknels 
| and fear, converfing, reading, 
|finging pfalms and hymns, and 
‘uniting in addrefling the throne 
of grace. 

If profeffors were conftantly in 
the habit of joining together in 





ed in the political difputes of the | love, it would be a ftriking ev- 


day ? appearing champions in dif- 


| dence to the world, that.they be- 


putation and ridicule ; apparently | long to the fame family, and are 
forgetting that Chrift’s kingdom | engaged in the fame intereft in 
is not of this world ; and that he | heart and praétice: In this way 


poffeffes all power in Heaven and 


| they would be continually watch- 


on earth ;. and rules in the king- | ing over each other, they would 


dom of men, and gives it to 
whomfoever he will; and that 
there is none that can ftay his 
hand; and though clouds and 
darknefs are round about his 
works, yet he will make all things 
work together for good to them 
that love him. 

Do not many, who are favored 
with wealth and honor, chufe the 
affluent for their conftant compan- 
ions and vifitants ? without re- 


| reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 


long fuffering and doétrine ; they 
would bear each others burdens, 
they would fupport the weak; 
fuccour the affli€&ted, comfort the 
mourner, bind up the broken 
hearted, and univerfally ftrength- 
en the caufe. 

Difcipline which is fo much re- 
laxed, would be invigorated, and 
churches would foon look forth 





like the morning ; charity that 


garding whether they belong to | fuffereth long and is kind, would 
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he reanimated, the rich and the 
poor would meet together, the 
fubjects of pity would be found, 


he widow and the fatherlefs 


would be vifited, the hungry fed, 
the naked cloathed, and the oil 
of confolation would be poured 


into every wound. God has ufu- 
ally been pleafed in his fovereign 
ill to blefs the united prayers of 
is people: His promife is very 
gracious to thofe who unite as 
ouching any one thing. The 
union and communion of God’s 
hildren generally precede the out- 
pouring of his fpirit ; many at 
he prefent day, can witnefs this 
ruth; every rational argument 
ombines in the propriety of ftrict 


attention to thts duty, and the 


ord of God folemnly enjoins it ; 


where it is negleéted, all others 
are attended in acold and form- 


almanner. It is requefted that 
profeffors would ferioufly and can- 
didly inquire of themfelves, if they 
are not guilty of this negle&.— 
May all arife and trim their lamps, 
and fee if the oil of divine grace 
is burning ; may they refleé& that 
by uniting with the world to the 
negle& of this duty, they violate 
God’s holy command, wrong their 
own fouls, and bring a reproach 
on the caufe of the bleffed Jefus. 
EVANDER. 





The Chriftian’s foliloquy.—.A cure 
for a fad heart, in a day of af- 
Sidon. 

John xiv. 1, 2, 3. “ Let not 
your heart be troubled: ye be- 
lieve in God, believe alfo in me. 
Inmy fathers houfe are many 
manfions: if it were not fo I 
would have told you. I goto 
prepare a place for you. And 
if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come again, and receive 
you unto myfelf; that where I 
am, there ye may be alfo.”? 


The Ebriftian’s Sobloquy. 
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T muft be fo,—oh, my foul, 
thou reafoneft well ! Elfe, 
whence this pleafing hope, this 
fond defire, this ardent longing 
after celefial glory ? Or why this 
wonderful apparatus of a world, 
made for man, replenifhed with 
an almoft infinite variety, in the 
fowls of the air, in the beafts of 
the field, in the fithes of the fea; 
and ftores with ten thoufand blef- 
fings, all—all for the ufe, conven- 
ience and comfert of man: for 
man, a being of yefterday, and 
who to-morrow will be laid in the 
duft ? If there be not a celeftial 
Paradife, a kingdom of eternal 
glory, prepared for the righteous, 
beyond this vale of¢tears, why all 
this attention to worthlefs man, 
to man, who, if his foul be not 
immortal, and a candidate for eter- 
nal bleffednefe, is in no wife an- 
{werable to fuch aftonifhing dif- 
plays of the wifdom, power and 
goodnefs of God? Or why, from 
the beginning, were angels from 
the throne of heaven, fent on er- 
rands toman, with mefiages of 
grace ? Why. were prophets in- 
{pired to teach mankind the will 
of heaven, and in confirmation of 
their teftimony, to predi€t events 
to the end of the world, in the ex- 
iftence, wars, revolutions and def- 
truction of kingdoms, to fucceed 
in exaét hiftorical order, in the 
long fucceffion of thoufands of 
years ? Or why the amazing con- 
defcenfion of God the Son, to 
unite with his divine the human 
nature, to be made under the law, 
to endure fuch trials of cruel 
mockings and fcourgings, and to 
expire in all the fhame and agonies 
of the torturing death of the 
crofs, infli€ted by a feeble band of 
Roman Soldiers, inftigated by 
Jewith malice ? Or why the bold, 
perfevering, undaunted teftimony 





1 


of his difciples, in the lofs of all 
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Lhe Chriftian’s 


earthly honors and poffeffions, 
fearlefs ‘of prifons and dungeons, 
of the threatenings of earthly ru- 
lers and of ignominious itripes, 


not even fhrinking from death it- | 
iclf, (when inflicted with all the. 
torture, which human malice could | 


invent, ) that they might be found 
faithful in bleffing the world with 
the glorious gofpel of him whom 

they had * Seen alive after his pa/- 
fon by many infallit le proofs, deing 
Seen of them forty days, and Speak 
ing of the things pertaining to the 
kingdom of God ?” 
TO {pel, the grand folution of thefe 
wiendeafol “phenomena ran. be 
found. 
book difclofe the whole. ‘l‘hey 
pointout thedeftiny ofaman. They 
place God on his glorious throne, 
and bring the whole created . uni- 
verfe to bow before him. Here, 
thou mayeit read, oh, my foul, 
and find a fatisfying and comfort- 
ing anfwer to 
Doft thou afk 
attention to worthlefs man? Here 
the anfwer is given. Jt is becaufe 
the foul is immortal, 
preparatory fate to another 


It is becaufe the whole 
in fin, expofed to wrath, and noth 
iup fhort of the blood. bought par- 
don of the glori lous Son of Ged 


could uslouahs fingle foul from ever- | 


laiting woe. Nor think 
For it is an awakened confcience, 
Oh my foul, that fills thee with 
fucha folemn awe of God. — It is 
heaven itfelf, that poiuts out to 
thee, in the vamty of all things 
below the fun as well as in the fa- 
cred page, the certainty of an 
eternal exiitence beyond the grave, 
And will not that be a itate of 
rewards and puiifhments ? Can it 
be otherwife? Where is the foun- 

dation of law, if not in the good- 
neis and authority of Godto com. 


Tt is only inthe | 


‘The pages of this facred | 


all. thy enquiries. | 
again, why all this | 


and, this a | 
of | 
cternal duration, beyond the grave. | 
world lieth | 


hisa fable, | 


Sobloquy: 
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mand the obedience of his ration, 
al creatures? And where is the 
ufe of law, which knows no Detis 
‘alties, nor rewards? Or how ct 
juitice be difplayed, without dif- 
tinguithing between the innocen: 
and the guilty—the holy and the 
unholy ? Is this, then, fully to be 
feen in the prefent werld ? Do 
rewards and punishments difip. 
guifhingly enforce the divine law 
on earth ? Wherefore, then, ¢; 
the wicked live, become old,” ver, 
aud are ‘mighty in poo," in 
thoufands of milanees? Why do 
they often abound in profperity 
and affluence, while the righteous 
are many times afflicted, 
low in the world? Or why have 
fo many prophets, apoftles and 
| martyrs ** evandered about in fhitp- 
Shins, and goat-fkins 3° being die 
| tute, aflided, tormented, and fortar 
m not. accepting deliverance,” ii 
he hour of death, by denying 
theit Lord, if this was not the 
way to a etter refurrec 
jion ?”? TE beyond the grave there 
be not an eternal ditlinction made 
between the righteous and th: 
wicked ? Withort 2 a future fiate 
of retribution all is dark and 
intelligible, ail 1s a chaos of cou 
fution, and man_no longer reitrain- 
ed by the ties of confcience is pre 
| pared for fcenes of riot, « 
injullice and murders But, uli, 
my foul, thou art no’ longer lett 
(in the dark about futurity. Tiy 
light is come, and the glory of te 
Lord has arifenupon thee. “ Ln 
not your hearls be troubled : ye be- 
| keve in God, belteve alfa in me," 
| faid the dear Redeemer to his for- 
| rowful diiciples, in the full ve 
of his approaching fufferings, anc 
| of all their trials. ** Jn my fat 
| ers houfe are many manfions : i 
it were not fo 1 would have told 
you. J goto prepare a place for 
you”? Oh ! | bledfed news! How 
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full of confolation to the right- 
eons foul, in this ftate of trial! 
How does it obliterate from the 
mind the painful remembrance of 
palt forrows and fufferings, and 


~ . . . | 
{weetly wipe from their ftreaming | 


eyes the bitter tears of affliGtion, 
by the bright profpect of eternal 
glory, with which it gladdens the 
heart! How glorious the chara@- 
er of God in this wonderful 
fcheme of redemption” and falva- 
tion! The mantions of eternal 
bleffednefs are opened for penitent 
believers in the Lord Jefus. <«* 7 
go to prepare a place for you,’ {aid 
the dying Redeemer. Remember 
this, oh, my foul, when thou art 
called to fuffer reproach or perfe- 
cution for the religion of Jefus : 
remember, he has firft drank the 
wormwood and the gall, the bit- 
ter cup of tears and blood ! Oh, 
remember this is the way to glo- 
ry! Jefus has gone to prepare a 
place for thee, if thou art in real- 
ity an humble believer in him. 
“ Let not your heart be troubled ;” 


for Chrift, and all the glories of | 
He has gone | 


heaven are yours. 
to prepare a place for you, a 
place in the manfions of bleffed- 
nefs, where God fhall wipe away 
all tears from your afflicted eyes, 
and crown you with all the hon- 
ors and bleffings of the celeftial 
Paradife. What, then, if I am 
poor in this world, | am rich in 
Chrift Jefus, my Lord. If I am 
defpifed on earth, | am honored 
in heaven. Ifin the world I ex- 
perience tribulation, itis on the 
road to glory. If Iam friendlefs 
among men, my guardian Angels 
ftand before my father’s face, in 
heaven; and Jefas owns me for 
one ofhis chofen, beloved ones. 
Yes, oh, Yes! This is my fweet 
confolation, my joy, my fupport, 
under all my trials and afflictions, 
in this life, whatever they may be, 


Vor. IV. No. 4. 
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that if J am not afbamed of Fefus, 
in the prefence of this wicked and 
adulterous generation, when religion 
is fo much fcoffed at, by the unthink- 
ing many, he will never be afbamed 
of me, whatever, in other refpects, 
| may be my ftation and condition, 
| in the world. He will own me 
in the day of his triumphant glo- 
ty ! He will not be afhamed of . 
me, when feated on his * great 
white throne,’’ in glorious majeity, 
to judge the world. He will bid 
me welcome to the joys of heaven, 
and grant me a feat at his right 
hand. Oh! He will blefs me 
with his divine friendfhip to all 
eternity. ‘ And if I go and pre- 
pare a place for you, I will come 
again, and receive you unto myfelf ; 
that where Iam, there ye may be 
alfo.”” What a glorious charter ! 
How privileged I am, eh, my 
| foul, if truly interefted in the Lord 
| Jefus ! He willcomeagain. He 
| will receive me unto himfelf. 
| And, why ? That we may meet 
to part no more 3 that where he 
is, there I may be alfo, with his 
innumerable company of angels 
and faints, enjoying his beatific 
| prefence, where is fulne/s of soy 5 
| and, at his right hand, where are 
| pleafures forevermore. 1s not this 
enough? Am I affured, if I am 
| faithful unto the death there will 
| be a crown of righteoufnefs laid 
| up for me, inthe heavens ? Why, 
then, fhould I ever repine, at the 
profperity of the wicked ? Why 
envy the haughty worldling wax- 
| ing great by violence and lies ? Or 
| why, when compaffed about with 
| unforefeen worldly trials and af- 
fiGions fhould I rafhly call my- 
felf one of the moft unfortunate 
and unhappy of mortals ? For my 
portion is great: it is glorious, itis 
eternal ; and being divinely affured 
it will never perifh, [ am fortunate 
and happy. What, if like Lazarus, 
S 
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i die a beggar? What, if like him, 
T find no enit! ily friends to nour- 
ih my body with food, to cover 
my nakednefs with raiment, or to 
bind up my wounds and bruifes, 
in my lait fickuefs, with the heal- 
ing balms of the phytician ? What, 
if no figh arifes from the heart of | 


*s Adv 


ice to bis only Son. 
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fekionately attached to the Fa. 
ther; the Son felt himfelf unabl: 


to refufe. By the defire o of - 
dry refpeGable judges it ts noe 
inferted in the Magazine. 


Mr. Atwater’s Advice to his on), 
Son. 


a friend at my death, nor a fingle | 


tear be fhed over my grave ? Shall 
fuch confiderations as thefe make | 
me miferable ? Shall they deprive 
me of all enjoyment in ny Ged ?| 
Earthly friends I efleem: I un- 
dervalue them Worldly 
bleffings, I am fer 
the bounty of heaven, may 
enlarge my prefent comfort and 
enjoyment. But, my treafure 1s 
in heaven. 
has gone to prepare a_ place 
me, and that he will come 
and receive me unto himfelf ; 
where he is, 
I am happy. 
world can 


not. 
n Gh! £ 


anit 
ana 


for 
again, 
“that 
there I oo be alfo, 
Of this felictiy the | 


never deprive me. 


This is a happinefs, which even | 
death itfelf, dreaded as it is, by an- 


imal nature, will but bring to per- 
fection. Yor, entering ito the | 
feelings of an apollle, 1 am ready | 
to fay, “ Lreckon that the fuffirings 
of this prefent time are not w+ rihy to 
be compared with the glory 
Joall be revealed in us.” 
ZEPHO. 


pe J 
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The Rev. Mr. Atwater, late of 


J 
Wef Phe Id, net lon ¢ before his death, 


wr sie the folio ing 
gave ii to his Son. Two or three 
friends evere indulsed to fee it, 
and tale copics of it. Hence a 
knowledwe of tt vas communicated 
toa number 3 and a requeh 


-- 
Was 


mad» by the fown, in a ceneral | 


tt toe 
laft 

‘ , . 
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MY DEAR WILLIAM, 


EXPECT foon to be carrie: 
to the grave—If you rie 
be futfered to live after my death, 
| you will need much advice. | 
now, before my death, give you 
my molt affeCionate advice, con- 
cerning a number of things, which 
I cone eive to be of real import. 
ance. 
Asa mourner for the. death of 
your father behave with feriouf. 
wef and folemnity, fixing your 
thoughts upon your own death 
| and the nece flity ‘of an immediat 
| preparation for it. 
| Be dutifulto your mother, Let 
all that you fay to her, and con- 
cerning her, be refpeciful. ” 
Remem- 
kind things fhe hath ee 
for you, and the tender care fhe 
| hath taken of you, ever fince fhe 
| hath fuftained her prefent relation 
to you. Jf fhe fhould be ill—f 
fhe fhould be helplefs—if fhe 
fhould live to be old, T hope you 
| will always be ready to take ‘the 
i nece flary care of her, and to fhow 
the utmott kindnefs to her, even 
| to her death, as far as you have 
opportunity. ‘he duty of rel- 
\ pect and kindnefs towards her 1s 
| abundanily taught in the word 
of God; and salads ‘ed 


| kind to her at all times. 
ber the 


Innue 


by 


| merable ‘iinet: which, I 


think, have had a great influence 
in your cafe. The manner in which 
you have /polen to her, and the 
cheerfulnets with which you have 


attended to her calls aud defires, 
are evidences of this. 


i have, 
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with approbation, taken notice of 


your conduct towards her: She 
hath taken notice of it with like 
approbation. A hopeful profpect 
hence arifes, that your good dif- 
polition will continue in ail the 
changes whch may ta\e place in 
the family. If it now be cherifh- 
ed, we may furely expeét that it 
will operate in you after my death. 
Be kind alfo to your filter. Let 
fraternal goodnefs and love always 
adorn your character. Manifeft 
ai obliging difpofition in your 


Mr. Atwater’s Advice to his only Son. 
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conduét, in your converfasion, and 


in your countenance. 

You muft depend upon your- 
felf for getting a living in the 
he ates | ‘ ~ 
world. Many depending: upon 
their patrimony neglect their time 
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Put College is an excellent 
place for thofe who have a ftability 
to regulate their condu&, and 
wifdom to improve their time. 
They have good inftruétions— 
good religious regulations—good 
books—and alway s fome good ex- 
amples which they may follow. 

Let thefe things be ferioufly 
contidered, before you form a de- 
termination to goto College. If 
you conclude to go thither, be 
always governed by the Seri iptures 
oftruth. « How hall a young 
man cleanfe his way? By taking 


‘heed thereto according to thy 


and ruin themifelves! The patri- , 


mony you will have will be too 
{mall for fuch an effet. I hope 
it will be enough for a reputable 
education, and fomething betides. 
But how foon would it vanith, if 
you fhouid {pend upon it. 

You will probably have the of- 
fer of a Public Education, I hope 
you will have wifdom to form the 
beft choice. If you have not a 


ee fufficient to regulate you | 


a all the dangers and temptations 
to which you may be expofed at 
College, I fhould with you might 
never goto it. It is, in fome 
refpects, a dangerous place for 
thofe who are unftablk in their 
ways, or vicioufly inclined. Be- 
ing removed from the immediate 
infpection of their parents, they 
fecla new kind of liberty ; and 
mingling in the company of the 
gay and licentious, they meet with 
new temptations and enticements3 
hear corrupt opinions and princi- 
ples, and hence are more expofed 
to fall into a difregard of religion, 
and a neglect of their fouls. “aay 


fon, if finners entice thee, confent 
thou not.” 


| fhould choofe 
| fhouid by no means be diffatisfied 


word.”? ‘he times before you 
will probably be peculiarly dan- 
gerous. A double guard will be 
ueceflary againlt bad principles, 
nd bad practices. “ Walk cir- 
cumf{peétly, not as fools, but as 
wife, redeeming the time, becaufe 
the days are evil.’”? They are days 
in which fcoffers are come. 

I fhould much rather you would 
{pend your days in the honeft and 
reputable bufinefs of a farmer or 
mechanic, than procure a public 
education and afterwards be inat- 
tentive to the advantages it would 
put into your hands. If you 
the farmer’s life, I 


with your choice. I fuppofe your 
principles and morals would be as 


' well fecured in that kind of life, 
' asin any other, ard perhaps bet- 





| ter. A religious, indultrious farm- 
| eris an excellent character. 


But 


| if you fhould choofe the farmer’s 


lite, I thould not recommend to 
you acollege education : for the 
money expended in fuch an edu- 
cation, together with what might 
be someds in the mean time, would 
go far in purchafing a farm. In 
that cafe I thould recommend tt 
to you to iludy, at the Academy, 
in fome degree, all the branches 
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of learning, which are fludied at 
College. 

If you are really a godly per- 
fon, born again by the Spirit of 
God, I fhould recommend it to 
you to be a minifter of the gofpel, 
provided you fhall poffefs the other 
pre-requifite qualifications. In that 
cafe you ought to have a Public 
Fducation, and to pay a particu- 
lar attention to the languages in 
which the Bible was originally 
written.* If you are at College, 
be always diligent in your ftudies, 
fteady in virtuons principles, ard 
manly in your deportment. Be 
above little things, and defpife 
them wherever they appear. Be 
not too frequently in company in 
others’ rooms, nor have company 
too frequently in yourown. Af- 
fociate yourfelf principally with 
the ferious {cholars.—Make them 
your greateft intimates, and if 
you can, choofe fuch for your 
room mates. Be as frugal in your 
expenfes as you can confiftently 
with decent reputation. Learn 
the art of being efteemed manly 
and generous by fpending but a 
little.’ To do this you muft be 
virtuous and keep out of the way 
of thofe who {pend too lavifhly. 
Keep an exaét account of all your 
expenditures. It will be well to 


keep fchool, fome part of your | 


time, to keep you through your 
education. Secure the friendfhip 
of the College Authority—This 
will be “eafily done by itudying 
well and behaving well. 

I fhould not with you to itudy 
law. Many of the lawyers are 
reputable and worthy men, and 
very ufeful in the community. 
But many temptationsattend their 
profeffion. If this is the courfe 
to wealth and honor, be not un- 





* Happy is every faithful minifter 
of the gofpel, how low foever his ex- 
ternal circumRances may be. 


Mr. Aswater’s Advice to his only Son. 





[Ocr. 


duly influenced by that confider. 
ation. Let a competency of the 
things of this life and a moderate 
{tation of ufefulnefs be fufficient 
obje&s in your view.* Employ 
all your property and all your in. 
fluence for the glory of God and 
for the higheit good of yourfelf 


and your fellow creatures. 


tions refpecting your choice of a 
profeffion ; but be fure to choofe 
one that is favorable, and the mof 
favorable to a pious life. 

Neither would | give you pofi- 
tive directions to make choice of 
a profeffion befere you enter up- 
on a public education, though I 
think it beft to have your mind 
pretty well fettled refpecting it. 
Many {cholars are ruined by idle- 
nefs—many by company—many 
by bad principles and corrupt 
practices—and many by money. 
Some take a pedantic courfe and 
fome a foppifh one. Both are 
obftruétions to mental improve- 
ment and inconfiftent with good 
reputation.—Always fpeak and 





walk and a@ naturally. Affect- 
jation is extremely difagreeable. 
| Be always kind, mild and conde- 
| fcending : And yet always keep 
| at a proper diftance from impro- 
per intimacies. 

If you fhould go to college at 

| all, you will not goat prefent. I 
have a concern for you while at 
home, though I am pleafed with 
the fteadinefs you have hitherto 
maintained.—If you fhould begin 
to be abroad in the nights, and 
to aflociate with company, you 
would be exceedingly endangered. 
There is bad company in this 
place, as well as in others. Da- 
vid made an excellent obfervation ; 
“ Depart from me ye evil doers, 
for I will keep the commandments 








* © Wilt thou feck great things for 
thyfelf ; Seck them not.” 


I fhall not give pofitive direc. 
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of my God.” You will doubt- 
ifs fee many bad examples.— 
Guard yourfelf, and ftand forth 
in oppolition to them. Guard 
yourfelf againft all difhonefty,— 
jcceiving,--lying,—--profaning the 
Sabbath, fpeaking lightly of the 
bible and ferious things—profan- 
ing the name of God, and f{peak- 
ing evil of your fellow creatures. 
Never do thefe things yourtelf, 
sor countenance thofe who do 
them. 


fmilies, in which you may live, 
sever mention them unlefs duty 
hould evidently require it. If 
yol fhould arrive at a proper age 
aid be in proper circumftances to 


yourfelf with a perfon of reputa- 
tion, of induftry, of fufficient ac- 
quaintance with company and cuf. 
toms, ofa good difpofition and of 
pity. Let gaiety and money be 
laid afide as matters of {mall con- 
ideration. ‘Thefe things con- 
cerning the general courfe of your 
ify I confider of great import- 
ance. I therefore earneftly de- 
veyour attention tothem. Re- 
member, however, that true reli- 
gion is the principal thing. All 
revular and amiable condu¢t, 
which falls fhort of this, will nev- 
erfave your foul.—You muft re- 
pent of fin, believe in Chrift, and 
cave your heart conformed to 
God. You muft receive falvation 
(ithe gofpel plan, and truly clofe 
with Jefus Chrift by faith as the 
oily Saviour ; in that way re- 
igning your foul to the fovereign 
mercy of God for time and eter- 
nity. You mutt live a holy life, 
“ming principally at the glory of 
God in all that you do. Thefe 
‘hings are of infinite importance. 
Attend tothem, O my fon, with 
fteat engagednefs, and without 


1 


“Wie 2 A ; 
sare Confiderthe motives which 


Mr. Atwater’s Advice to his only Son. 





If you fhould obferve | 


hults and failings in any of the 
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are fet before you to become reli- 
gious—to ferve God and devote 
yourfelf to him. You were made 
for this purpofe. Will you neg- 
le& that for which you were made? 
This is the way for true com- 
fort in this world. ‘ Wifdom’s 
ways are ways of pleafantnefs.”’ 
All that this world can give is of 
fmall value compared with reli- 
gion. What happinefs can this 
world give ? In this view what 
are riches? What are honors? 
What are friends ? What is learn- 
ing ? Grace is infinitely prefera- 
ble to them all. 

Look forward to a dying bed. 
What can thefe things de to com- 
fort the foul at that time ? I am 
probably come to my dying bed, 
and can fpeak from experience. 
They ate all as nothing. We 
muft have fomething more. We 
muft have God for our partion or 
we are unutterably wretched with 
the greateft fulnefs of earthly. 
things. Think of the eternity 
before you, a never-ending eterni- 
ty, and of being happy or mife- 
rable in all that inconceivable du- 
ration. Your foul muft bein one 
of thefe ftates. O, confider the 
vaft worth of the foul. “ What 
would it profit you, if you fhould 
gain the whole world and lofe your 
own foul ?”” 

Chrift is offering to redeem your 
foul and make you happy with 
him. With all your heart re- 
ceive him. I befeech you make 
no delay.—If you are a follower 
of Jcfus Chrift, be not anxious 
about earthly things. In the 
way of duty you will be provided 
for, and all things are yours. If 
you are poor in this world, yet, 
being rich in faith, you may be an 
heir to a kingdom—the kingdom 
of glory. If you are alone in 
ferving God, remember that you 
are in the right courfe, and that 
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your fituation is 7 prefer- 
able to theirs who are living with- 
out God in the a If you 
are defpifed by many, you are 
loved and honored by all the faints, 
by all the angels and by God him- 
felf. Look forward. All tutu- 
rity pre! ffeth upon you the import- 
ance of an intereft in Chritt. 

Be carneft in prayer to God, 
that of his free and fovereign 
grace he wouid forgive your fins 
and prepare you for heaven. Be 
fure, every morning aad every 
evening, to get by yourfelf and 
pray. Do tins where ow ‘Yr you 
may live. If you have a he: irt to 
pray, you will find time aud place. 
Let not the mctive be i rf feen 
of men, but to comply wth God’s 
command and to lay opca your 
cafe before the Father or mercies, 
who is able to do for you al! that 
you need While J live, I hall 
pray for you, but foon my pray- 
ers wiil be ended. 

Many things Iswth to add ; 
but n iutt ceale. Yourown judg 
ment muit be exerc'‘ed with the 
advice of inends. J\il your iriends 
wii not be taken away whea J am 
gone. Many will ttil live,: aac 
I hope you will always lave a 
readinefs to hearken to their zd 
vice, when itis good. Your mo- 
ther will feel Int: srefted for you 
and give you excellent abies 39 
—I repeat my hopes, that you 
will ever attend to them with du- 
tiful refpects. 

Thefe obfervations and direc- 
tions I leave with you. Keep 
them with care and frequently 
read them—and together with 
them remember all the direétions, 
warnings and advice, which I 
have given to you in the whole 
courfe of your life hitherto. 

And now, my Dear Son, I 
commend you to God. May he 
preferve you from the dangers of 





this wicked world,—guide yo, 
by his counfel—give you gra, 
to love and ferve him—rive you 
comfort in death, and final}, 
bring you to the enjoyment of 
himfelf in heaven. Adieu, 





Pfalm cxix. 165. * Great pray 
have they that love thy law,” 


EACE or happinefs is the 
great object at which man. 

kind are aiming in all their voy. 
ous purfuits. “They will labor ang 
toil month aftcr month, and yer 


| after year, and endure great ¢ 
| and fatigue to obtam foie e. 
| pected good. But the mof oe: 


fecking their happinefs, where i 


| can never be found. They ze 


~— = 





feeking it from earthly, facin:, 
unfatistying, difappointing ob. 
jets, which cannot yield the { 
any reai peace, while poffeffed,— 
are totally uncertain, and vill 
foon vanifh like the empty gy 
ofthe night. Thus they are ing 
rreat degree laboring in vain, and 
{pending ; their ftrength fornong ht, 
Toi they will never find a any “a 
pe manent happinefs from world. 
ly pofleffions and enjoyments— 
Yea, it is utterly vain for ai iv to 
e: xpeet real peace or hapyp vines 
while ina ftate of impeni iter nce j 
fince God has fulemaly declare¢, 
‘There is no peace unto th 
wicked.” If then we would es 
pect any real happinefs, we 
feck it in God and divine things 
For to fuch it is faid, « Peace! 
leave with you, my peace I give 
unto you : not as the world ¢ 
eth, give I unto you.” “G 
po have they, that love mi 
law.” Loving God’s holy | 
implies love to his charaéter and 
divine things, is evidential of th ¢ 
holy Chrittian t< ‘mper, and io 
characteriftic of the godly. 
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It is propofed then to mention 
in fome particulars, how fuch 
have great peace. 

1. They are at peace with 
God, the infinite fource of all 
«ood. They cordially approve 
of his holy charaéter, view it as 
unfpeakably glorious and lovely, 
and delight themfelves in him. 
‘They have great peace and fatis- 
faction in contemplating his per- 
f-ctions, in trufting in him ; and 
i cheerfully refigning up them- 
flves, and all their concerns to 
his difpofal. God alfo is at peace 
with them, receives them into his 
‘wor, lifts upon them the light of 
kis countenance, and fheds abroad 
his love in their hearts. Thefe 
things afford them great joy and 
peace in God, their fupreme good. 


refpond with thofe of the pfalm- 
it, “* Whom have I in heaven 
but thee ? and there is none up- 
on earth that I defire befides thee. 
As the hart panteth after the wa- 
ter brook, fo panteth my foul after 
tliec, O God.” 

2. They have great peace and 
government—that he will dire&t 
‘events, a8 he ininfinite wifdom 
fees belt, and will render them all 
conducive to his glory and the 
ighell good of his kingdom and 


| 
trends. This is to them a pecu- 


liar fource of peace and comfort 
under the many evils and troubles 
of lifey and amid all the dark, 
loomy, and threatening prof- 
cts of the prefent world, Their 
chings are, “ The Lord reign- 
eth, let the earth rejoice : let the 
multitude of the ifles be glad 


b | ce 
thereof”? 


oe 


_ 3. They are at peace with the 
aw of God and the truth of his 
eal abi : 

word, with which the wicked are 


“tvanance, By the renewing in- 


“ences of the Spirit they are re- 





| precious, the chief among ten 
| thoufand, and altogether lovely. 
- ae we ; 

confolation in God’s univerfal | 


_ which the world can neither give 


conciled to the divine law, feel it 
to be “holy, juft,and good,” *de- 
light in it after the inward man,”? 
defire to be conformed to it, and 
take pleafure in yielding it a cor- 
dial obedience. ‘T'he divine law 
alfo is at peace with them, as they 
are delivered from its curfes and 
penalties. ‘* For Chrift is the 
end of the law for righteoufnefs 
to every one that believeth ; and 
there is no condemnation to them 
which are in Chrift Jefus.’’ 

They are alfo pleafed with the 
truths and doctrines of the gofpel, 
to which they were naturally op- 
pofed. They view them as rea- 
fonable, important and glorious, 
and contemplate them with great 
peace and fatisfaction. 

4. They have great joy and 
peace in believing and trufting in 
the Lord Jefus for pardon and life 
eterual. They feel their infinite 
need of fuch a Saviour, and are 
pleafed with his holy character 
and with the terms of falvation. 
He appears to them glorious and 





And they experience great peace 
and joy in bclieving,—a peace, 


nor take away, and which far ex- 
ceeds all earthly enjoyments.— 
Thus Peter, {peaking to Chrif- 
tians concerning the Saviour, faye, 
“In whom though now ye fee 
him not, yet believing ye rejoice 
with joy unfpeakable, and full of 
glory.” 

5. They may enjoy peculiar 
peace and fatisfaction of foul in 
prayer, and other religious du- 
ties. Although thefe duties are 
dull and tedious to the impenitent, 
and they have no delight in them; 
yet, real Chrillians often find great 
peace, and experience a delightful 


communion with God in prayer, Wh", 
religious meditation, reading and 
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the other duties of religion.—In 
thefe things they many times find 
a peace and fatisfaction of foul, 
which worldly objeéts cannot af- 
ford. 

6. The Chriftian temper will 
tend to render the mind calm and 
tranquil, and to afford a peculiar 
peace to the confcience. As far 
as perfons are reconciled to the 
holy charaGter and law of God, 
and are difpofed to obey his com- 
mands ; their confciences will ap- 
prove of their temper and conduct 
as right and juft. And this ap- 
probation of confcience will pre. 
ierve from a painful fenfe of guilt 
and remorfe,—will yield great 
peace and ferenity to the foul, 
and will greatly fortify and fup- 
port it under trials and reproach- 
es. A confcioufnels of being re- 
conciled to God and of poffef- 
fing the Chriftian temper, will 
alfo liberate from thofe fearful 
apprehenfions of future wrath, 
which often difturb the wicked, 
and will afford the godly the moft 
joyful hopes and profpects of the 
divine favor and eternal bleffed- 
nefs. 

7. They have peculiar fources 
of peace and confolation under 
the many evils, trials and difap- 
pointments of life. Thefe we 
mutt all expect in a greater or lefs 
degree, while we fojourn in this 
vale of tears. For “ man is born 
to trouble as the {parks fly up- 
ward.” But thefe afflictions and 
difappointments itick at the root 
of our earthly comforts and en- 
joyments. If therefore we are 
feeking our happinefs in thcfe, 
and have no treafures in heaven ; 
we fhall have no permanent fource 
of comfort and fupport under the 
evils and troubles of life. 

But it is far diferent with the 
real Chriftian. His treafures are 
in heaven, fecure from all mor- 
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tal difafters. His highett hope; 


and happinefs are not built Upon 
the fandy foundation of earthly 
objects, but upon the eternal rock 
of ages, upon God and divin. 
things. His higheft hopes there. 
fore may remain firm and unfha 
ken, and he may enjoy great di. 
vine peace and confolation amidj 
greateft afflictions and difafers, 
Under all his trials and fufferings, 
he may reflect, that thefe event; 
are directed in infinite wifdom and 
goodnefs by his heavenly Father, 
who has promifed never to leave, 
nor forfake him, and that all 
things fhall work together for his 
good. He may therefore reft aflu. 
red, in the moft dark and gloom; 
circumftances, that all things ar 
overruled to anfwer the beit pur. 
pofes, will conduce to the glory 
of God, and the higheft happi. 
nefs of all, who love him, and {fo 
that all his light affli€tions in the 
prefent life will work out for him 
a far more exceeding and eterial 
weight of glory. Thus the godly 
have the greateft fource of fup- 
port under all the evils and trou- 
bles of life, and may enjoy great 
peace and confolation amidit the 
greateft earthly afflictions and dil. 
appointments. 

8. They may have great peace 
and confolatioen in reflecting upor 
the fhortnefs and uncertainty of 
life, and the folemn fcenes oi 
death and the eternal world. We 
know that we are haftening to 
wards the grave,—are continually 
expofed to the ftroke of deitl 
and at fartheft muft foon be {trp- 
ped of every earthly pofefia 
and enjoyment, and appear at t 
bar of our Judge to receive 0 
eternal defliny. We are often 
ninded of thefe truths by fickue!s 
by the deaths of our fellow cre 
tures, and various other occu 
rences. And fuch reflections mul 
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be very painful to the wicked, 


who have no portion but the 
world, and muft caft a dreadful 
gloom on all their joys and prof- 
pects. But thefe refleftions, up- 
ou the fhortnefs and uncertainty 
of life, do but brighten the hopes 
and profpeats of the godly, and 
may afford them the moft anima- 
tiag confiderations. For they may 
refle& with pleafure, that they 
hall the fooner leave this world 
of trouble and forrow, and go 
home to the heavenly manfions, 
where there will be no more fick- 
vels, pain, nor forrow, and every 
tear will be wiped from their eyes. 

They may alfo enjoy great 
peace and comfort even in the 
hour of death. For their God 
aid Saviour has promifed never 
to leave them, and that his rod 
and ftaff fhall comfort them, while 
palling the gloomy valley of the 
fhadow of death, and that all 
things are theirs, whether life or 
cath, things prefent, or things 
tocome, and fhall work together 


fortheir good. Death will be! 


their infinite gain, will fet them 
wholly free from all fin, pain and 
infirmity, and will introduce them 
into the blifsful prefence of God 
and the Lamb, where they will 
v¢ forever rifing in glory and feli- 
city. TThefe confiderations are 


calculated to afford them great , 


fupport and comfort in their dy- 
ing moments, aud may enable 
them to meet the king of terrors 
with a joyful peace and ferenity. 
Yea, God fometimes gives his 
children fuch a fenfe of his favor 


and diviae things, and fuch con. | 


folations of his Spirit, that they 
rejoice in the near approach of 
death—are borne above its ter- 
tors, and can fine the triumphant 
fong, *Q death, where is thy 
iting 2°? 

Vinavuy, They will enjoy un- 

Vou. IV. No. 4. 


} ages of eternity. 
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{fpeakable peace and happinefs 
through eternity. At death they 
will be welcomed into the joys of 
their Lord. Here they will en- 
joy unclouded views of the divine 
slory and perfe&tion, and the 
miles of their God and Saviour— 
will affociate with the glorious 
angels and fpirits of juft men made 
perfeét, and will poffefs a happi- 
nefs, which eye hath not feen, nor 
ear heard, nor heart of man 
conceived—a happinefs, durable 
as eternity, and great as the vatt 
defires of the immortal mind.— 
And in the morning of the refur- 
rection their bodies will be raifed 
immortal, like unto Chrifl’s glo- 
rious body, and in both foul and 
body they will enjoy the moft con- 
fummate felicity, which will be 
increafing through the ceafelefs 
In thefe vari- 
| ous particulars the righteous have 
| indeed great peace. 
| - The fubje& thews, how very 
falfe and erroneous the ideas of 
thofe are, who fuppofe, that real 
| religion is gloomy and difagreea- 
ble, aud would be injurious to 
their happinefs, fhould they em- 
‘brace it. Religion is fo far from 
being unfriendly to true happi- 
nefs, that it in fact affords the on- 
ly fources of real peace and com- 
fort, which can be found on earth. 
Yea, without it we can never 
enjoy any real peace or happinefs, 
either iu the prefent or future 
world. Thus it is written in the 
‘{criptures of truth, “ Her ways 
are ways of pleafantnefs, and all 
_her paths are peace. She is 2 
tree of Jife to them that lay hold 
upon her; and happy is every 
i; one that retaineth her.’ 
| In view of what has been faid, 
' we fee the fafe and happy fitua- 
| tion of the godly. They are at 
| peace with God, reconciled to his 


| charaéter, and are the objecis of 
T 
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his love and favor. They are at 
peace with his law, delight in it 
after the inward man, and are 
delivered from its curfe. They 
are at peace with the divine gov- 
ernment, and rejoice, that the 
Molt High has the direG@ion of 
all events. They experience great 
peace and fatisfa@ion in believing 
and trufting in the Lord Jefus, 
in prayer and other religious du- 
ties and exercifes; and have at 
timesa peculiarpeace of confcience, 
which the world can neither give 
nor take away. They have the 
greateft fources of peace and con- 
folation under the evils and trou- 
bles of life, and in the trying 
hour of death ; which will be 
their infinite gain by liberating 
them from all fin, pain and for- 
‘row, and introducing them into 
the joys of their Lord. And in 
the future world they will poffefs 
a joy and peace, unfpeakable and 
full of glory, and which will be 
eternal. ‘Thus the peace of the 
rightesus is rational and well 
founded. It will bear the trial 
of death, and the piercing light 
of eternity, and will bloom in ev- 
everlafting joy beyond this mortal 
life It is built on a foundation, 
which is as immutable as Jeho- 
vah, and which cannot be fhaken 
by death, or any evil difafter.— 
They are therefore fafe, and have 
the greateft fources of peace and 
confolation in every fituation.— 
In adverfity, ficknefs and death, 
all things are working together 
for their good, and will work ow 
for them a far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory.— 
God is for thems their almigh- 
ty Fnead and Prote&or, and | 
therefore they need not fear 
of the evils or dangers, which be- 
fet them. -Who would not with | 
tobe in fuch a happy, fafe and | 
j 


peaceful-fituation ? Let us make 





FOct. 


our peace with God, and embrace 
the Saviour and all thefe infinite 
bleffings will be ours. How un. 
fpeakably more important and 
noble are the peace and happinefs, 
which religion affords, than any 
earthly pofleffions and enjoy. 
ments? Thefe are tranfitory and 
difappointing—cannot afford any 
real peace to the foul, and will 
foon be gone forever, and leave 
us poor and miferable for eter. 
nity, tf we feek them as our chief 
good. How great then the folly 
of making the things of the 
world our chief concern and put. 
fuit, and thus bartering our im. 
mortal fouls and the endlefs joys 
of heaven for earth’s momentary 
enjoyments ? What fhould we be 
profited, fhould we gain the whole 
world, and lofe our own fouls? 
Let us then be perfuaded to fet 
our affections on things above, 
and lay up to ourfelves treafures 
in heaven, that when the things 
of the world thall fail, we may be 
received into everlafting habita- 
tions. 


H. E. 


For tHe Connecticut, Evan. 
GELICAL Macazine. 


Mess’rs Epitors, 

AMONG the many valua- 
ble articles contained in your ule- 
ful publication, the Biographical 
fetches of perfons eminent for 
piety, with accounts of the trial 
and triumph of their faith in the 
hour of death, have been, to me- 
ny, very interefting and profitable. 

From a wilh to contribute to 
this department of the Magazine, 
I fend you the following Memotr. 
Having had partieular acquaint- 
ance with the fubje¢t of it from 
her childhood, and been much 
with her in her laf ficknefs ; and 

elng permitted by her friends te 
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have accefs to fome parts of her 
diary, 1 have from thefe and other 
fources of information to be de- 
pended on, penned the following 
account ; which I beg leave, if 
you think it worthy a place in 
the Magazine, to prefent to your 
yeaders; and efpecially to the 





hood. When fhe wasin the 14th 
year of her age, there was a time 
of uncommon attention to reli- 
gion in the fociety. Many of 
the youth and others were feriouf- 
ly impreffed, and numbers hope- 
fully brought into the family of 
Chrift. A icene fo interefting 


parents and friends and young | had no {mall effet upon her 
acquaintance of the deceafed | mind; but the opening and de- 
youth, hoping it may revive, and | lafive profpects of youth and the 


preferve in their minds the inter- 
elting fcenes of her ficknefs and 
death; and render them more 
latingly and extenfively benefi- 
cial. Yours, &c. 5. We 
Farmington, Sept. 11, 1803. 


Memoir of Mifs Fulia Cowks. 
THE fubje& of this memoir 


was the daughter and eldeft 
child of Mr. Zenas and Mrs. 


Polly Cowles, of Farmington, | 
| inefs,”? 
tober 18th, 1785, and died of a | 


ConneGticut. She was born Oc- 
confumption, May the 21ft, 1803, 
aged 17 years and 7 months. 
Her Creator endowed her with 
bight natural powers. From her 
earlieft years fhe gave evident to- 
kens of a {prightly and difcerning 


‘ 





| 


| 


| 


| 
i 
} 
| 
| 
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mind. When in mere childhood | 


the effufions of her pen, marked a 
iprightlinefs and maturity not 


common to perfons of her years. | 
Her natural difpofition was pecu- | 


larly mild and amiable, and her | 


' 


manners engaging. She poffeffed 
afuavity of temper, a graceful. | 


nefs of deportment, and an eleva- ' 


tion and maturity of thought, 
which rendered her converfation 


luterefting to perfons of every | 


age. She early manifetteft a /erious 
difpofition. When but nine or 
ten years of age, fhe would liften, 
for hours, to converfation upon 
the things of religion ; and it was 
remarked by her, in her laft fick- 
nels, that fhe had very ferious 
supreflions from her early child. 


} 


influence of fuch as continued un- 
imprefled, led her to a ling of 
conduct which tended to quench 
the Spirit of God. Still howev- 
er fhe was at times greatly pref- 
fed by confcience. When in com- 
pany with the vain ard gay, fhe 
often felt what fhe did not ex- 
prefs. She often felt and knew 
from experience, that * even in 
laughter the heart is forrowful, 
and the end of vain mirth is heav- 
She generally attended 
religious meetings, but procratti- 
nated repentance. Her heart was 
ftruggling between Chrift and the 
world. This was evident to her 
ferious acquaintance, and appears 
from nfany expreflions in her dia- 
ry at that time. The following 
are a fpecimen, Having, in May 
1800, been prefent with a num- 
ber of Chriftians, who were con- 
verfing upon religion, and men- 
toned the then hopeful beginning 
of ferioufnefs in Yale College, the 
defcribes the effe& it had on her 
mind, as follows :—* In this 
converfation I felt cold chills run 
over me. I felt that J ought te 
me mindful of religion—that it 
was a great and important thing 
—and that I ought to hearken to 
the loud and repeated calls of 


confcience to attend to the duty . 


of feeking God, and in Him to 
find happinefs. No words can 
paint my feelings at that time. 
I endeavored to fhake them off ; 
but was unable—they coytinyed 


: 
if 
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fill the converfation ended.”— 
Similar feelings returned through 
the fammer and fall. 

In February 1801, which was 
her 16th year, fhe was greatly 
alarmed and deeply impreffed by 
the death of a very dear and inti- 
mate friend, who fell a prey to 
the confumption, after a very 
rapid decay, in the 18th year of 
herage. By this death God came 
very near to her. He had been 
ftriving with her by his Spirit— 
but fhe chofe to cleave to the 
world. He now ina very affed- 
ing manfer, fet before her the 
vanity of her expeétations from 
the world, or from creatures, and 
her own mortality. The feene 
was rendered more impreflive to 
her by the remembrance of a very 
folemn warning fhe had received 
from her friend a few days before 


her deceafe to this effeA—“ Oh, 


on not off repentance to a dying | 


our. ‘Take warning from my 
example !”? 
A few days after the funcral 
of her friend fhe writes thus :— 
«¢ May the untimely death of my 
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friend, be the means of bringing | 
many fouls home to Jefus Chritt. | 


I was exceflively affected at her 
funeral. 


tion (which I hope I fhall abide 


ance.”” 

Having heard a fermon, the 
next fabbath, adapted to the oc- 
cafion, after fome account of it, 
fhe adds—* After meeting I was 
very much affected with my ftate, 
and had a fenfe of my depravity 
—but greatly feared left I was 
given up to hardnefs of heart. 
Still I hoped for mercy fince 
Chrift fays, « feek and ye fhall 


I then made a refolu- | 


[Ocr, 
find.”* ‘The words, “be ye alfo 


ready,” were prefent to my mind, 
I hope for divine mercy, and pray 
that the truths I fo often hear, 
may make an abiding impreffion 
on my mind—and that I may not 
find relief, until I find true peace 
of confcience and joy in the Holy 
Ghoft.” . 
A few days after, the wrote in 
the following ftrain, “ O Lord, 
according to the riches of thy 
boundlefs mercy and  fovereign 
grace, forgive mine iniquities, for 
they are great. Make me feiii. 
ble, make me realize my undone. 
helplefs flate, and that without an 
intereft in the blefled Jefus, I mui 
be miferable forever. Enable me 
to fay from the heart, 
“ Fad I the world at my command, 
And the more boundlefs fea, 
For one bleft hour at thy right hand, 
I'd give them al! away.” 
T have been walking alone by the 
light of the moon. It fhone un. 
ufually bright. Oh, that the 
light of divine grace fhone into 
my foul, as the moon illuminates 
the earth, what joy fhould I have? 
—joy unfpeakable and full of 
glory !” 
About the rft of April, having 


attended to a difcourfe upon the 


| adveut and fofferings of Chri, 
by) that death fhould not come | 
an unwelcome meffenger—that 1 | 
would be prepared to follow iny | 
dear friend to the grave 3 and | 
hope J fhall find divine aMift. | 


| 





fhe with her pen, meditated as 
follows :—** What condefcenfion! 
What mercy! That the Mott 
High fhould give his Son to die 
on the crofs for men—for mer 
worms of the duft ! God hath 
faid alfo, that eye hath not feen 
nor ear heard neither have en- 
tered into the heart of man, the 
things which he hath prepared for 
them that love him. We can 
have no realizing conception of 
the fcenes of the invifible world, 
the world to which we mutt all 
go, and where the whole human 
race muft appear before ‘thet 
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Judge: the righteous to be re- 


ceived to everlafting life, the | teation from divine i things, and 
wicked to be fentenced to end- rendermg her more tage and vain. 
lefs mifery—to a burning hell After her return the gave lefs eve 
from whence there is no efery € dence of deep concern, and ap- 
Let me call to maj idhow I have peare “1 to be more taken up with 
smproved my opportunities of fe- . the fcenes and profpe&ts of the 
-an intereitin Chriit. Let | world. Jn this ftate fhe contine 
notice and reflet upon my | ued-for fix or eight months—have 
opportunities, and how I have | ingy as appears from her diary, 
Sed the creat falvation.— | ! had frequent returns of anxiety 
Since my remembrance there have | in the mean tune, and maay feris 
two different feafons of reli- ous reflections. I fele& the fol- 
cious awakening in this town. | ‘owe articles, penned during 


God has fent the Holy Spirit, and 
brought his chofen few home 
himfelf. By thefe, and by the 
ielatives, I have been brougtit to 
think of my danger. Sermons, 
fo, and funerals, and letters have 
afeted me. Lalt of all, the 
death of my dear L— has tfhow- 


edme in a ftriking manner my 


own danger, and the neceflity of | 
apreparation for death, in youth | 


2s wellas in old age. She is gone 
—a youth of feventeen! She has 
appeared before her Judge ! Her 
doom is fixed,—airrecoverably fix. 
ed !—Gracious God, give me a 
vealizeng fenfe of my danger, that 
Imay haiten a preparation for 
¢ternity, and join the happy num- 
ber whofe God is the Lord.” 
About the beginning of June, 
at the propofal of her triends, fhe 
vent to fpend two or threemonths 
inthe city of New-York, with a 
view toa greater proficiency in 
mufic, and other polite accom- 
dliihments. On her return, which 
was about the end of July, fhe 


aught a violent cold, the effects | 


of which coninaed, and were ap- 
parently the fcundation of the 


confumption, which iffued in her | 


diftctution, as above mentioned. 
While the was in New-York, the 
_ {cenes—diflipation and gaiety 
ef the place, appear to have had 
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{ome effeA in taking off her at- 


this period, and in the following 
Inoaths up to Gcprember 1802. 
gin @ 
low flate of health, fhe wrote as 
—* Let me never hope 
te gut health to fuch a degree, as 
to render me forgetful of him who 
has mercifully ‘tehowed it. I 
fhould with to continue in this, 
ftate, ff a better one would make 
me forgetful, or caufe ne to look 
hack with ingratitude on the paft. 
Let me ever look back with grate 
itude on the paff, and wonder at 
the mercies received from a boun- 
tiful Creator ; and fortvard, with 
refignation to the difpofals of 
Providence.’ 
Iu the month of April, having 
at a certain time taken tea abroad, 
- returned and wrote as follows: 
was pleafed with Mr. H— 
as I always am. At the table 
_ hie alked a blefiing upon the food, 
‘and gave thanks for the refrefh- 
iment. How pleating is it to fee 
|a family colle& around their ta- 
| bie and afk the divine bleffing on 
| their food ! ‘To a religious mind, 
sad {w ectened, whea 
lit is received as from God, and 
| his blefling is implored upon it.” 
The following reficétion with 
| the extrat on religion were writ- 
ten after attending the funeral of 
a child. “ What confolation 
would it be to thefe afflicted par- 


follows : 
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ents, had they the comforts of re- 
ligion—could they look up and 
fay, Not my will but thine be 
done !”” 

How happily religion adapts its 
influence to every relation and condt- 
tion. in Iie! How it guards the 
heart alike from foolifo pride and 
tmpious dif: cntent, at what bounty 
has bifowed, or wifdom denied ! 
Flow it humanizes, dignifics and 
exalts the fou! 1-H. ow it enforces, 
extends and refines the maxims of 
woridly prude ace! Hew it illuf- 
trates, binds, and enlivens the pre- 
ecpts of morality! How it amplt- 


Sess expands, regulates and bright- 


ens the views of philofi phy—ref: pe 
ring every thing to God—deriving 
all from Him—car rying all back to 
Him again! O man, till thou haf 


founded thy domeflic economy in re- 


ligion, thou hafl not begun to keep 
houfe. Let thy poffeffions be ever 


0 faw—ever fo extenfive, the 
7 


want their principal charm, their 
higheft excelience, till the bleffing of 
heaven be afked ond obtained. 

May. In declining health.— 
“¢ Should thefe threatening fymp- 
toms continue, little hope of re- 


covery can be entertained. 
"To learn a cheerful acquiefcence 


in the will of God, is the bett of 


leffons. To look with equal joy 


upon profperity and adverlity— 
to place our afleftions on things 
eternal and foul.-fatisfying,—to 
gain that peace which the world 
cannot give; and has no power 
to dellroy, is the highcit happi- 
nefs of man. When aman meets 
death with a fmile, with a firm 
and unthaken hope of a bleffed 
immortality—tis then, if ever, he 
is truly an objet of envy. No- 
thing thort of a good confcience, 
and d the approbation of God, can 
vield confolation and peace to the 
foul ina dying hour.” 

July. —Having vifited a fick 





perfon, who was in great diftrefs, 
the writes :—‘* Why am not I alfo 
languifhing on a bed of ficknefs ? 
Who maketh us to differ ? Whar 
gratitude do I owe to my Maker 
for the prefent encouraging prof- 
pec that I may yet live, and have 
opportunity to be ufeful to the 
world. But of gratitude I feem 
to be deftitute—cold and infeiji. 
ble—impenetrable as a rock ! Tis 
the power of God only that can 
fubdue this ftubborn, proud heart.” 

September.— Having been ab. 
fent for feveral weeks, on a jour. 
ney; on her return fhe writes 
thus to a friend :—* My dear 
M— I have hardly found time to 
write the name, or reflect on the 
month of Augult, ere it 1is_ pat 
never to return, and September 
comes to fill its place. I hardly 
realize that we have had a fum. 
mer, and that the fall has com. 
menced. Upon reflection I find 
time has been mifpent. Whileill, 
my friends contributed greatly to 
my comfort; but I am alot 
deftitute of gratitude, to them; 
and to my Maker who has given 
me every thing 1 enjoy. I am in. 
deed very unthankful. It has not 
been the contlant defire of my 
foul to gain heavenly peace—I 
am ftill deftitute of religion, or 
any faving knowledge; fill, alas! 
in the a of bitte jadhenlile hars 
vcf is paft, the fummer is ended, 
and I am not faved Hind 

After this, for feveral months, 
or till about the beginning of Feb- 
ruary 1803, her anxicty increafed, 
and became very great. From 
the account fhe afterwards gave 
to the writer, it appeared ‘that 
infinite Wifdom faw fit to give 
her a deeper fenfe of the plague 
of her heart, than fhe had before 
experienced. A review of the 
peculiar privileges fhe had enjoy: 
edexthe invitations and warnings 








1803.] 


fe had received, by the word of 
God and the death of friends— 
the refolutions fhe had made, and 
fo greatly failed of accomplifhing 
through the wickednefs and trea- 
chery of her own heart, and the 
influence of others who were light 
and vain, together with her m- 
gratitude to her Chriftian teach- 
ers and friends who had labored 
with her, and whofe kindnefs, as 
fhe faid, had been neglected and 
abufed, almoft overwhelmed her, 
at times, with a fenfe of hardnefs 
and guilt ; and inclined her to 
think that there was no mercy 
for her, and that fhe fhould be 
made a monument of divine wrath 
by an aggravated deftruétion.— 
She found that fhe had before en- 
tertained fome hope, though fear- 
ful of indulging it. But now fhe 
concluded that fhe had never ex- 
perienced any faving change, and 
thoaght it probable fhe never 
ould. It did not appear to the 
writer, from her account, that fhe 
had any fenfible exercifes of op- 
pofition to God at that time. 
For aught that appears the words 
of Job might have truly expreffed 
her ftate and feelings, ‘ J have 
heard of thee, by the hearing of the 
car, but now mine eye feech thee ; 
wherefore I abhor myfelf and re- 
fent in duft and afbes.”” 

In her diary at this time fhe 
wrote but little. The. following 
is nearly the whole. 

Oct. 18, 1802.—-The anniver- 
fary of her birth, * One year 
more ts paft and gone never to be 
recalled. Seventeen years have 
pafled over this guilty head ;— 
where I fhall be at the end of fev- 
enteen more, is not for creatures 
to determine. .The command is, 
r decin the time becaufe the days are 
evi, But inflead of redeeming 
Precious time, I have wafted it 
in idlenefs and folly. It becomes 
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me on this anniverfary day, to 
‘look back and inguire in whet 
fituation I flood a year ago. J 
i then had comfortable health.— 
| Now my health is very poor.- T 
| have advanced one year more in 
fin—have to render an account of 
one year more of waited time. I 
| have feen, and ftill fee, that the 
| delufive joys of this world, are 
| infuflicient to fatisfy the defires 
|of an immortal foul. Eut the 
world, and its fafcinating allure- 
ments, have found it in their pow- 
er to draw this foolifh heart to 
partake of them. But they are 
| fading and unfatisfying. Their 
joys ave the joys of a day or an 
hour.” 

“« January 1, 1803.—So pafles 
on the time. We mortals move 
along in the current, and ere we 
are aware, time with us is no longer. 
Days, weeks, months and years, 
move along in faft fucceflion, and 
we make no account of them. 
Few indeed there arc, who num- 
ber their days aright, and make 
provifion for that folema account 
which all muft render at the bar 
of God. Many, I fear much the 
greater part, mult ere long make 
the fad lamentation, The harveft 
is palt, the fummer is ended, and 
weare not faved. We fin away 
our day of grace, and die unfatis- 
fied with this world, and awfully 
unprepared for another.” 

“ Jan. 2d, Lord’s-day. From 
the bill of mortality which has 
been given us this day, it appears 
that there have been 24 deaths in 
‘this Society the year paft; in 
| which number were four females 
| between the age of 20 and 24. 
| Shall T who am now 17, live to fee 
| that time ? Ah ! methinks I hall 

not enter my h year, but fhall 
becut off in the bloom of life.— 
| This is not for man to determine; 
but thou, O Lord kuciweft; the 
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number of my days are with thee, 


my bounds are fet, that I cannot 
a{s.”’ 

“ Jan. 6th.—I entreat thee, 
O thou Maker of heaven and 
earth, to fend forth thy gracious 
Spirit, and make this finful heart, 
fenfible of thy favors. Infpire 
me with gratitude for received 
bleffings—thou, O Lord, cantt re- 
ftore health to aa unworthy ob- 
jet 5 make me the poffellor of 
this invaluable bleffiag ; but above 
all wilt thou prepare me for what- 


ever awaits me in life, whether | 


. 


health or ficknefs; and for death 


nity to come. 


Look dowa in | 
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as to prepare her for the tria); 
through which fhe was to pafs, 
fuppert her under pain and dif. 
trefs, and render her an example 
of patience and fubmiffion, and, 
witnefs of the reality and power 
of experimental religion. 

She had defore, in the courfe of 
her ficknefs fuffered much, by: 
from about this time her trials jp. 
creafed ; her diforder rapidly pro. 
grefled. About the time the ob. 
tained relief in the manner noy 
mentioned, fhe began to be con. 
fined to the houfe, and foon afte: 


| to her room, and her pain of body 
whenever it arrives, and an eter- | 


mercy on this family ; recal our | 


wandering {teps and caufe us to 
feek the Lord; give us hearts of 
gratitude, and a fpirit of prayer, 
for Chrift’s fake.” 

This clofes her diary. After 
this her pen was wholly laid afide, 
except in a few inftances to write 


2 line to fome of her fricads. But | 


it appeared from her account af- 





terwards, that fhe continued in| 
much the fame ftate of mind, till | 


about the beginning of February, 
which was near four months be- 
fore her death. At this time the 
experienced a memorable night. 
The views and exerc:fes of her 


{ 


mind fhe confidered as_ peculiar. | 


She faw as fhe had not before | 
feen, the glory and exceliency of | 


Chrift and her own abfolute need 
of juit fuch an almighty Saviour ; 
and ina view of him, and of his 
glorious fulnefs, fhe had thofe feel- 
ings and exercifes which fhe af- 


terwards hoped were indeed fly- | 


ing to him for refuge. From this 
time, fhe wa3 more and more de- 
lighted and comforted by a view 
of the divine character, and in 


. the thought of being in the hands 


of God. It pleafed God fo to 


-fhed abroad bis love into her heart, 


faction. 


became very diltrefling ; to i! 
which fhe fubmitted without ; 
murmur, and by a peculiar cheer. 
fulnefs and ferenity, manifefteda 
{weet relignation of foul to the 
will of God. A principal mea 
by which the Spirit of God gave 
fupport and comfort to her mid, 
was the holy fcriptures. In then 
fhe read with increafing delight 
and fatisfaction. 

There were fome particular paf. 
fares which fhe meditated upon 
with peculiar delight ; among 
which were feveral verfes in th: 
116th Pfalm ; the latter part oi 
the 2 Cor. iv. and the 12th chap. 
of Ifsiah, When this chapter 
was pointed out and expounded 
to her by a friend from a diftance, 
who called to converfe and pray 
with her, it gave her great fati- 
It feemed to exprel 
mott happily the feelings of her 
foul; the holy gratitude of he: 
heart to God for his goodneis to 
her, and for the ‘excellent things’ 
he hath done for Zion. 

During molt of the time of he: 
lait confinement, fhe had a com: 
fortable hope, founded on a feat: 
of the glory of God and a fati- 
faction in contemplating his pet 
fections as appearing in the great 
work of redemption. She would 
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fay I may be deceived, but Iam | But to fhow-the power of .divine 
not deceived in ¢his, that the view | grace in thus weaning her from 
which I have of the divine char- | the world, let it be remembered 
aGer, and his holy kingdom, ; that her profpeéts in life, were 
gives fatisfaction and joy of foul.” | peculiarly flattering ; and that fhe 
Her idea of God was that of a | alfo poffefled great fenfibility and 
holy, jult, and merciful Being, all | delicacy of affe&tion, and had 
whofe defigns and difpenfations | many of thofe tender ties which 
are diGtated and direéted by infin- | twine about the human heart.— 
ite wifdom and fovereiga good- ; There are very few who have fo 
nefs, and all her hope was found- | fair profpeéts of felicity in the 
edon his free and fovereign grace | connections and enjoyments of the 
through Chrift. She was fre- | world. Nor was fhe infenfible to 
quent in {peaking in the moft feel- | thefe things. Yet after enume- 
ing manner of her uaworthinefs; | rating them, and reflecting upon 
condemning her pait life, and ad- | them, fhe faid fhe could freely 
miring the forbearance and mercy | give them all up for God; and 
of God to her in the days of her | was willing at his call to leave her 
childhood and youth, while her | friends, and forego the endearing 
heart was hankering after the van- | connections and enjoymentsof life, 
ities of the world. Though in | which fhe had once expected, for 
view of the world fhe had béen | the more pure and perfeét enjoy- 
very decent and moral, and con- | ments of his prefence. She was 
fidered by fome as rather precife | however willing to live, if fhe 
and fuperflitious, yet a review of ; might be inftrumental of good to 
the manner in which fhe had fpent | others. And though weak and 
her youth, gave her great pain. | languid in body, and diftreffed 
The levity of conduct, the vain | with pain, the endeavored to im- 
and worldly converfation—the ex- | prove her time to fpeak for God, 
travagant attention to drefs, and | and to teitify to the importance, 
the round of amufements into | power and comfort of religion. 
which youth are fo inclined to’ She was a preacher of righteouf- 
plunge, fhe moft pointedly con- | nefs to all about her. Parents, 
demned in herfelf, as having been | brothers, fifters, relatives, and the 
inconfiftent with a juft tafte, and | youth of: her acquaintance were 
a proper attention to the chief | all tenderly addreffed. Grace was 
end of man. She now viewed the | poured into her lips, and God was 
world and its purfuits and poffef- | ia all her thoughts. With great 
fions ; and alfo the things of eter- | earneftnefs, and yet with peculiar 
nity and the kingdom of God, in | modefty,prudence and filialrefpeét, 
avery different light from what | fhe addrefled her parents as fhe 
fhehad formerly done. She be- | had opportunity, pleading with 
came lefs and lefs attached to the | themto be refigned and perfe&ly 
world, and felt an increafing de- | willing that God fhould take her 
fire to be prefeat with the Lord. | from them whenever it might be 
And as it was the intimation of | his pleafure. * Oh!’’ faid fhe, 
God in his: providence that he | when fpeaking to the writer on 
would foon appear by the meffens | this fubje&, “ Oh! could my 
ger of death ; fo it feemed to be | parents be wholly refigned to the 
the language of her heart, “ A- | will of God, refpe&ing me, whethe 
men even fo come Lord Jefua.’? ” er in life or death, it would greate 
Vou. IV. Now 4. 
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Wy relieve me from anxicty. I 
want them to be entirely willing 
to part with meat the call of 
God.” She obferved the fhould 
be difpofed to converfe more free- 
ly with them, upon the fubjeét of 
her death, did not the attempt fo 
reatly affect and 6vercome them. 
She had a very tender concern 
for her young brothers and fitters. 
When a few days before her 
death, upon obferving their tears, 
fhe had called them to her bed 
fide, and began to {peak affection- 
ately to them ; fhe was afked 
whether the did not feel anxious 
forthem, knowing from experi- 
ence the fnares, ‘allurements and 
dangers of the world. She repli- 
ed with great emphafis, and a 
flow of tears, “ That is all my 
concern. When I review the 
temptations and dangers through 
which I have paft, [ tremble left 
fome of them fhould be led aftray 
into vicious courfes an perith. 
But I can leave them in the hands 
of God. He whe has fo merci- 
fully preferved me, can ealfily pre- 
ferve them; and he has infinite 
wifdom and goodnefs.”” She was 


fided in the family, and defirous 
of their falvation. W henever pray- 
er was made in her room, as it 
frequently was after her confine- 


ment, fhe was unwilling that any | , 
' finding evidence for God, 25 a Pe 


one fhould be abfent ;—the was 
unwilling that any thing fhould 
dc prive the om of an opportuni ity of 
hearing prayer. Her care in this 
refpe€i, was peculiarly obfervable 
towards a man. She 
would infft seine prefent 
at every feafon of prayers; and 
often called her to fit and read 
the feriptures in her hearing, care- 
fully inflru€ting, tenderly 
counfelling and warning her upon 
the things of religion. "Tre youth 
f her acquaintance 


negro wot 


on her 


and 


rauch 


were I 
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upon her mind. She defired to 
be made inftrumental of good to 
them while the lived, and that her 
death might be a means of bring. 
ing them to confideration and re. 
pentance. This the defired might 
be made a fpecial fubject of pray. 
er. Her requeft to thofe who 
prayed with her was, that they 

would pray that her will sabe 
be wholly refolved into the divine 
will: And that whether fhe liv. 
ed or died (the latter of which 
fhe feemed rather to defire) the 
might be inftrumental of good to 
the caufe of religion, and of pro- 
moting the falvation of her friends, 
and the youth of her acquaint. 
ance.* In conformity to thi; 
fhe ftudied, as fhe was able, and 
had opportunity, to drop fome 
word in their hearing, or to ad. 
drefs them in fuch a manner as 
might tend to folemnize their 
minds. As her acquaintance.was 
extenfive, numbers called to fee 
and to fympathize with her ; and 
fome from towns ata diftance: 
And fuch was the fettled compo- 
fureand {weet ferenity of her mind 


| under her pain and affliétion, and 
prone? attentive to all who re. | 


in the near views of death; and 
fo pertinent, folemn, and yet 
cheerful her remarks, that they 


* It may be gratifying to the feri- 
ous reader, andto all who delightia 
hearing God, to be informed, that a 
ftatement of the prayer of the deceafed 
youth in this refpect, and of the tri- 
umph of her faith, which was made ia 
an addrefs at her funeral, was made ine 
ftrumental of firiking deep conviction 
into the mind of one of the youth then 
prefent ; who has fince hopefully exe 
perienced the powerof renewing grace. 
From this fevera! others became deep 
ly imprefled; and upon profefling 
Chriftians in ene part of the fociety, 
and on individ: ta ls, in other parts, 
there appears to be a fpirit of prayer 
urer sont, and fore ‘promink tokens 
cafing Icrioufnefs. 
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were uniformly impreffed with a 
degree of aftonifhment ; and in 
many inftances went away with a 
conviction of the reality and im- 

ortance of experimental religion. 
When they called, it was to /ym- 
pathize with her, as being in un- 
happy circumttances. But they 
found her not unhappy—not with- 
ing to return into the world, not 
wifhing to exchange circumflances 
with the moft favored, as to prof- 
pects of life and health. ‘To one 
the faid, “In the early part of 
my ficknefs, when I looked upon 
my yonng friends and faw them 
healthy and gay, I almoft envied 
them. But now I look upon 
them with very different fenfa- 
tions.” And it was an expref- 
fion which in fubftance fhe often 
repeated, ** In this room, fince 
my confinement by bodily fick- 
nels and pain, I have enjoyed 
more true happinefs of mind, 
than in all my former life. When 
T look back upon former fcenes, 
ail the enjoyment or gratification 
lever received from the circum. 
fances of health and friends, and 
in the purfuits and amufements 
of youth, bear no comparifon with 
what I have here experienced in 
a fingle day. Notwithftanding 
my prefent bodily diftrefs, and the 
profpeét of a fpeedy diffolution, 
yet I feel happy in the thought 
that I am in the hands of God, 
and at his abfolute difpofal in all 
things, though I know not how 
he will difpofe of me.” 

She was not at all times poffef- 
fed of equal animation and com- 
fort. She often complained of 
coldnefs and ftupidity ; but fo 
aras is known to the writer, the 
Was not at any time, during the 
lat 3 or 4 months of her life, in 
ay very diflrefling darknefs or 
anxiety of mind. A day or two 
sefore her death the {poke of hav- 
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\ 
ing had * peculiar freedom and 
(weetnefs in prayer.” On the 
morning of the day of her death, 
one remarked to her that fhe ap- 
peared better. She replied «* No 
—I grow weaker ; and the time 
of my departure draws nigh. _ But 
[ am not pained at the thought— 
my profpects for futurity bright- 
en.’ She then requefted that a 
particular hymn,* which the had 
lately found, and which gave her 
much fatisfaction, might be read. 
About noon the writer vifited and 
converfed with her. She was 
cheerful and patient, as ufual, un- 
der diftrefs of body—adverted 
with great apparent delight, to 
the word of God, and the divine 
promifes—and particularly to the 
hymn juft mentioned and more 
efpeciaily the lait verfe. 
“ Since all that I meet fhail work for 
my good, 
“ The bitter is fweet—The med’cine 
is food ; 
“ Tho’ painful at prefent, "Twill ceafe 
before long 
“ And then, Oh, how pleafant The 
Conqueror’s fong !” 

She faid the flill had peace and 
joy in God, and trufted that death 
would be but as a meffenger to 
call and introduce her to a heav- 
enly father’s houfe. ‘The conver- 
fation was clofed with prayery in 
which fhe was commended to God, 
to be ready for her departure, 
which was now fuppofed to be 
near. And particular requeft was 
made that fhe might be prepared 
for, and refrefhed by the fabbath 
which was near, and that her foul 
might be raifed to God, and com- 
forted in the thought of the em- 
ployment of the church on earth 
and in heaven upon that day. In 
the afternoon fhe flept a little 
while—then awoke and converfed 
as ufual and at the fetting of the 

* Olney Hymus. Hymn 37. beek 
ad, Twit! trift and not be afvaid. 
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fun, fhe was found, unexpectedly 
to herfelf and friends, to be en- 
gaged i in the ftruggles of death ; 

and in a few minutes, withent 
being able to fpeak, but in the full 
exercife of reafon, fhe clofed her 
eyes in death, and began we be- 
lieve, a happy fabbath, even the 
reft which remaineth for the peo- 


ple of God. And though her 


body now moulders in the grave, | 


and has become food for worms, 


yet being united to Chrift, it fhall | 
be preferved, and raifed by his | 


Almighty power—the fame body 
—yet {piritual, glorious, and im- 
mortal. 
“ Corruption, earth and worms, 
“ Sha!l but refine her flefh, 
“ °Till her triumphant {pirit comes, 
“ To put it on afrefh.” watts. 
An interefting refle€tion, fug- 
gelted by-the preceding account, 
is the unrivalled power, and divine 
efficacy of the religion of Jefus, 


to give fupport under affliction, | 
and enable the mind to overcome | 


the world. Well might the apof- | 


tle make that bold challenge*, 
“Who is he that overcometh the 


world, but he that believeth that Fe. | 


Jus is the Son of God ?? There 
might be then—and there may be 
at prefent, many fchemes of reli- 
gion, or philofophy, which may 
fo form the exterior of men’s char. 
ater, as to effe& good to fociety. 
But to enable them tru! y to “ over- 
come the world,’’ is the effe& on- 
ly of the religion of the gofpel. 
To give to the mind ah oly ab- 
onesie of the nature of fin; 
and fuch a view of inviftble reali- 
ties, as to preferve it unmoved by 
the flatteries or frowns of the 
world, and enable the foul to tri- 
umph in death, 1s the effeét of a 
genuine faith in Chrift—and this 
efle&t of it is a flanding evidence 


* r Johny. 5. 
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of the divine original of chriftian. 
ity. This effect has been witnef. 
fed in thoufands of ancient faints 
and primitive Chriitians. It has 
been witneffed in every age—was 
it not witneffed in the fubje& of 
the preceding memoir? When 
the world fpread all its charms— 
when it gave a profpe& of the 
tendereft conneétion, and in cir. 
cumftances of afluence—when it 
promifed the attachment of friends, 
and opened to the view numerous 


fcenes of worldly enjoyment : 
y Oy ; 


| then we behold her mind, rifing, 


and brightening, and attaching 
itfelf to higher objects ; and in 


| view of them, bidding a cheerful 


welcome to the meffenger of death, 
anxious for nothing, except the 
fouls fhe left behind in a gracelefs 


| condition ! O reader, how great, 


in fuch fcenes, is the triumph of 
the religion of Jefus | If you have 
ever witnefled fuch a fcene, con- 
fcience has borne teftimony, that 
there is fuch athing as experimen- 
tal religion ; and that the gofpel 
and under a moment- 
ary impreffion of the power of re- 
ligion—the vanity of the world, 
and the worth of the foul, you 
was difpofed to exciaim with Ba- 


laam, **O that I might die the 


| death of the righteous, and that 


my Jaft end might be like his.” 
—Thouch, perhaps, like Balaam, 


| you-may be ftill purfuing the 


ways of iniquity, and_practi- 
cally preferring the vanities of the 
world, to the fublime joy and 
peace, which the practice of reli- 
calculated to give. The 
Lord grant that all fuch, who 
read the preceding memoir, may 
be brought to ferious confidera- 
tion, and turned from the error of 
their ways to the wifdom of the 
jutt ; that they may honor the re- 
ligion of Jefus, and receive its 


| confolations ia life and in death. 
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—— = | to pray—I love God—I love to 
pray.”” I inquired of him how 
he fpent thefabbath, whether he 
did not play on the fabbath day ? 


ty M Coney, now on amin | vray. “Many Gimilar“quetions 
from the Hampfhire Miffionary 


: } eg he anfwered tothe aftonifhment 
fy " ° 
Society, to hae Leepenat o ont- | of all who were prefent. In the 
gomery, Oneida, Sc. in the flate 


; , afternoon he went to meeting and 
of New-T: ork, to his fon in Gran- 8 


f ‘ feated himfelf as near me as he 
ville, Majs. dated at Rome, Fu- could, and was very attentive du- 
ly 28th, 1803. 


ring the whole fervice. I was in- 

« ON the third fabbath in June | formed that there were four other 
J preached in Champion on the | pious children in the fame neigh- 
Black river, and adminiftered the | borhood with this one, and I 
fcrament. Inthe intermiffion of | appointed to meet them the next 
public worfhip I was told that | day at nine o’clock, On Mon- 
there was a child tn the room | day I rode to the folitary neigh- 
which had hopefully experienced | borhood where thefe pious chil- 
rligion. He was nine years old. | dren lived. It was in a lonely 
| 








Religious Intelligence. 
Extrad of a letter from Rev. Tim- 





I called him to me and enquired | wood diftant from any other in- 
into the ftate and exercifes of his | habitants. 

mind, and we all were aftonifhed «¢ T came to the houfe appoint- 
at his anfwers. Tafked him if he | ed, and found them all together 
loved religion ? He faid he did. | except one who foon came in.— 
I then afked him whether he al- | T queftioned them all concerning 
ways loved it ? He faid no. I! their experiences and gained a 
then enquired of him how long it | pleafing hope that they were tru- 
vas fince he loved it ? But he was | ly pious. They appeared ferious 
fo young that he could not calcu- | and modeft, and liftened to my 
late time 3 and his mother anfwer- | inftruGtions. About two months 
ed for him that it was about eight before this, thefe children were 











weeks fince he was firft exercifed | awakened by the Spint of God ia 
2bout the concerns of his foul. | and hopefully converted. Ris f 

I afked him if he loved God and ‘¢ Inthe time of the remarkable ee | 
Chriit? He faid yes. I then en- | fnow and froft laft May, the mo- tt} ut 
quired of him why he loved Jefus | ther of the child abovementioned He a 
/uritt? His anfwer was, “ Be- | was preparing te go to attenda R'is ts 
caufe he is true.”? I then afked | meeting. The child was urgent wy Py 
him if he loved good people? He | to go with her ;_ the difcouraged ¥} : Ne 4 
faid yes. If he loved wicked peo- | him; but he appeared fo anxious » athe 
ple? He faid yes. I afked him | that the afked why he withed to Piha 
why he loved the wicked ? he faid goto meeting ? He faid he want- reat 
“ Becaufe I want to have ’em | ed tohearthe minifter. She told ieee y 
good.” TT inquired of him wheth- | him he might have a meeting at #4, 4 
er he prayedto God? He told me | home, little thinking that his mind She ‘ 
he did. I then afked him why | was under any fpecial influences. Peis 
he prayed, whether it was becaufe | From this hint, he with feveral Behe ¥ 
he thought his prayers would fave | other children met and attended nt tb 
him from hell and bring him to | to fome religious exercifes. The Ae 
Heaven 2? & No” faid he “TI love | next evening all the children in (ehh 
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the little neighborhood, feven or 
eight in number met together and 
appeared to be remarkably im- 
preffed. “They read, prayed and 
fung hymns, and appeared to have 
the fpeci il prefe: ice of the Spirit. 
Three ot them in fome of their 
meetings have been ttruck down. 
One of them lay above twelve 
hours in this fitustiou, and all the 
exertions of ‘rer parents couid not 
bring her to her fe:.fes. She 
breathed,—her pulfe beat and 
there was a glow in her face. She 
at laft gradually came to hertclf 
and began to whifper, * Gh 3 
to God P > Asher itrength tncreaf- 
ed, her voice became 1 uder “ia 
fhe broke out into an exhortat.oa 
which aitonifhed all who heard 
her. The others lay but an hour 
or two in this fitnation. 

“ [ then made enquiries of the 
children what ther [eclines we ty 
and as children 
crites, [ com 
an honeft account 
cifes. They told me te} 
not help falling dows. That they 
Were not im y cat distr fs nor in 
great joy pr vious to thts, but 
66 felt oy.” That the 
was fudden without any wWarritiagyrs 
that they knew nothing which 
took place while they were in 
this fituation. And that after 
they revived they felt more joy- 
ful than before. [ told thele 
children that thefe bodily exerci- 
fes were no figus that they had 
felt religion ; that true religioa 
confiited in a love to God ‘andl 
duty. I found their meetings 
had been irregular 3 fometimes all 
prayed vocally together, =i ad- 
vifed them to pray one by one 
and conduct with regularity. I 
exhorted them to prefs on in the | 
ways of religion ar {pend all |i 
their ftrength for God. It is re- | 
markable that the Spirit of God | 


will not be hypo- 
Inde they cag > 
jude ft ey wave me 
oft their exer- 


hey could 


i - 
Wry , } i , 
impu le 
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ayer. 


_on Black river. 


POcr, 


fhould vifit this little folitary 
neighborhood where they have 
feldom heard a fermon. It jg 2). 
fo remarkable that the wor; 
fhould begin with the childrey, 
This fhews that they did not 2. 
tend to thefe duties in imitating 
of others, but were moved by the 
fpecial operations of the Holy 
God is able to perfea 
e out of the mouths of babe 


aoes 


Pi rv 
aud fuck! ings.’ 


~| Extrads from a letter, to emf 


Hampftir 
Mifionary Society, from one of 
4 J 


cog ra U 
the «tri ufi ces of tie 


us om iff. nar ies. 
as . 


Rev. Sir, 

«© J: compliance with your r. 
guefl I thall lay before you a brie 
account of my miffionary labors, 
The firit part of my miffion, Ij a 
I pafled throu 
all the fettlements down to lak 
Ontario, and preached in them 
all, except one which was fuppl: 

ed with preaching. 

“< .. The field for Miffione- 
ry labors is extenfive and the de. 
mand prefling. There is a f{prink- 
ling of people fcattered 
througho: it this conutry y; W ho res 
joice to fee a miffto: Arye The 
prefent labors of miffionaries are 
great encouragements to the peo- 
ple of God ; and they are oftes 
effectual in calling np the atter 
tion of the fupid and thoughtles 
to the concerns of futurity. Peo- 
ple very fervently exprefs their 


5‘ 


p! Ous 


thanks for the exertions of mi- 
| fionary focieties in fending the 
| gofpel to them. 
| prefs their feelings with teary, 
' within 
| attend his 


= icy often CX- 


g that God’s prefence may 
miniters, You cat 
fcarcely form an idea of the fecl 
ings of thefe kind people, without 
witnefling it with your own pa 
There is, in this country, a g¢ 





ro +e 
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eral attention to the truths of re- 
licion. On week days, as well 
2; on the fabbath, an encouraging 
rumber attend le€tures, and ap- 
pear very attentive and fometimes 
fected with gofpel truths. Tis 
not uncommon for people to ride 
eve or fix miles to attend an af- 
ternoon’ leGture, and ten or twelve 
miles on the fabbath. Thefe 
things I mention to encourage 
you in the unwearied pains you 
sre taking to promote the great 
objets of our fociety. Our la- 
bor, we hope, is not in vain in 
the Lord. Infidels in fome in- 
faces are inquiring, Whether 
that book, they have fo long def- 
pifed and ridiculed, will not prove 
true at laft ? God is King in Zi- 
on, and he will fupport his own 
caufe. The miffionary bufinefs 
isvery pleafing to me. The fe- 
rious attention of the people, and 
their friendly hofpitality very far 
exceed my expectations. I have 
got in a fingle inftance been treat- 
ed with unkindnefs. 

“ T have preached nearly as of- 
ten as once a day fince I have been 
on mifonary ground. There is 
co difficulty in obtaining hearers, 
even in the moft bufy feafon. 

“ T have vifited and catechifed 
fchools wherever I found them, 
and encouraged them in learning 
the catechifm. They are gener- 
ally very ignorant in this refpec. 
As far as time would permit, I 








have vifited from houfe to houfe | 


and converfed with families on the 
concerns of another world. I have 
much unfaithfuluefs to lament, 
but "tis my prevailing defire to 
antwer in fome meafure the great 
objeAs of the Society, to acquit 
myfelf to my own confcience, and 
to God the Judge of all. The 
ation is mott important ; and I] 
‘vel fenfibly the exclamation of 
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the apoftle, Who is fufficient for 
thefe things ? 

“ The diftribution of the So- 
ciety’s books has, I hope, produ. 
ced a happy effe&. In one neigh- 
borhood I found three families 
who had took up the duty of fam- 
ily prayer, in confequence of con- 
viction derived from Doddridge’s 
Addrefs, which was left with 
them by one of our miflionaries 
the lait year. 

“I muft with fentiments of ef. 
teem and affeCtion, fubfcribe my- 
felf yours in the gofpel, 

Tim. M. Cootey.” 

Utica, Auguit 10, 1803. 
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, COMMUNICATED AS ORIGINAL. 


| For trae Connectricur EvANGELI- 


CAL MAGAZINE. 


Earth and Heaven. 


\ HAT troubles meet me ev'ry 

‘ ftep I take! 

What forrows ftill purfue my weary 
Way ! 

Sicknefs, and pain, and preffing want, 
and care, 

Unjuft reproach from f{miling, crucl 
mag, 

Haughty difdain, and felfifh, cold neg- 
let ; 

Nor thefe alone; for mifchiefs worfe 
than thefe 

Befet my path and oft annoy my peace. 

How often doth temptation, gayly 
deck’d 

In charms deceitful, gain upon my 

will; 





And lure my fliding footfeps into fin? 

In an unguarded hour, what paflions 
rife ; 

| Bafite the fettled purpofe of my foul, 

| And bind my heart to earth’s delu..ve 

toys? 

| To quench defires which confcience 

reprehen ds 

| How inetfeRualole my fruggles prove? 
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When will this war be over ? When | Make us perceive how vile we've bee, 
fhal! fin And break the flavifh chains of fin,’ 


And guilt, defeated, vex my peace NO | ¢ ngare us in this diftreffing hour, 


more ? To know thy gofpel’s graci ’ 
When fhall my God alone have all my | so ait thy judgments mercies 
heart, a | h o° ape 
And no rude rival ever dare intrude ? a ahr gry ing 
O day of joy! And will it come in- . 
deed ? H 
Yes, it will come; this conflict foon nee 
fhal} end. OW long, O God of hofts fhxi 
The day of my redemption haftens on, Zion mourn, 
Jehovah reigns, and will fubdue my The ote and garments rol!’ 
foes: ‘ in 00¢ g ; 
Jefas my. Lord will guard me fafely | The faithlefs Jews their dear Redeem 
home, er {corn, 
That wherehe is, his meaneft child may | And flight the gracious offers of theis 
dwell. God? 
Hail bleft abode of reft and pure de- 
light! 
The purchafe of a dying Saviour’s Thy 
love; |” fane ? 
Where pain, and fighs, and tears, fo Prefumptuous fouls thy righteous laws 
frequent here, withftand 
Obtain no place, where fin fhall be un- 
known, 
Where ev'ry thought fhall centre i 
ar td . "| Oh! come the: Wefs'd—the promis’ 
And love divine forever fill my breatft. glorious day ; 
When ev’ry knec before thy name fhz!] 
Refeions i afc ailing fickne/s. bow, 
PON 5 uk BER Ml Wa * | And ev'ry heart in faith and fervor pzy 
xs ge re _— men thy laws | The morning incenfe and the evening 
tran{gre(s, oar 
Thy. wrath provoke and fpurn thy iy a ; 
grace, When with the wolf the gentle lam) 
Thon bidd’ft, and at thy dread com- fhall feed, oat 
mand, The lion with the ox divide the grain; 
Difeafe invades a guilty land. The tame and fierce together graze the 


: mead 
2. All things ftand ready = fulfil And infants harmlefs play where fc- 
On finners thy chaftifing wiil; otis tenth 
Infected, ev’n our vital breath RATT. a 
Becomes the inftrument of death, Teach barbarous lands to fear thy g'c- 
a con ; . rious hame, 
oe-, 
Send down thy grace our finful world 
reclaim, : 
4. And now thy hand afflumes the rod | And bid the defert bloffom as the rae 
And {catters pain and death abroad ; 
We fink and feel we are but duft, 
Yet own the dire correction jut. 


How long fhall fcoffers laugh ? and im. 
pious hands 
‘oly temples and thy name pre 


And fin and forrow o’er the nations 
reign ? 


Ourfelves more fit for vengeance made, 
Becaufe thy vengeance long delay’d. 


So fhall the wildernefs lift up her voice, 
The lofty cities of thy love fhall king; 
The fpreading ifles in fov’reign gie 
5. Thou, righteous God, ha& branght rejoice, n 

us low, And fhout hofannas to our heavy? 
Subdue oar ftubborn fpirits too ; King. 
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